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CHAPTER 11

Landscape and Visual Impacts Assessment
11.1 Introduction

11.1.1  ThePortishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phas®é&yelopment Consent Order Scheme
othe DCO Schengebas the potential to give rise to significdahdscape and visual
effects. This Chapter:

9 describes the relevant legal and policy framework wiiiakinformed the undertaking
of the assessment;

9 describes the methodology used for the identification and assessment of likely
significant landscape andsuial impacts effects in thPreliminary Environmental
Information Report ("PEI Repb)t

describes the landscape and visual baseline having regard to existing information;
describes the measures that have been adopted as paheoDCO Scheme

identifies and assesses tlikely significaneffects that could result fronthe DCO
Schemeduring construction, operation and decommissioning phases;

considers mitigation of likely significant effects and assesses residual effects;

considers the cumulate effects of other developments in combination witle DCO
Schemeon landscape andisual receptors

1 identifies the limitations encountered in compilingsPEI Report; and
9 provides a summary of the residual effects for the mitigabseiO Scheme

11.1.2 Landscpe character and visual impact assessmemesseparate, but related topics. The
landscape character assessment relateshanges to theelements features and patterns
whichtogethermake up the landscape charactdhe visual assessment relates to the
change inthe view from particular locations referred to as the visual receptors.

11.1.3 The process of landscape and visual impact assesstarit) involves developing an
understanding oboth the existing landscape and visual resources in relaticghedCO
Schemeand then assessing the impacttbé DCO Schenan these resources. Mitigation
measures are proposed and includasi part ofthe design where required.

11.1.4 The landscape characthasbeen assessed through consideration of nationally and locally
desigrated landscapes and their features, as well as site specific qualities.

11.1.5 Anunderstanding of the visual impdeisbeen developed by preparing an approximate
visual envelop of the DCO Schemand assessing the magnitude of the change in views
from selectedviewpoints within ttat visualenvelopewhere those viewpoints are
considered to undergo a significant change in view

11.1.6  The cumulative effects consider the impacitiier development in the vicinity ache DCO
Schemeas well as the construction and opeatiof the proposed workeequired for
MetroWest Phase 1 comprisitige modifications to Parson Street Junction where the DCO
Scheme will join the south west main line between Bristol and TauRtarson Street
Station,the Bedminster Down Relief Line aBévern Beach / Avonmougignallingn the
Bristol area, and the Bathampton Turnback, which is located near the outskirts of Bath

11-1



CHAPTER 11 PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE PRELIMINARY
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REPORT, VOLUME 2

11.1.7 This chapter shdd be read in conjunction withiHapter 4 Description ahe Proposed
Worksand Chapter 8 Cultural Heritageéth regards to the impact of the DCO Scheme on
the setting of heritage features

11.2 Legislation and Policy Framework
National Policy
National Policy Statement for National Networks

11.2.1 The NationaPolicyStatementfor National Networks ("NRAEN") advises on thassessment
of landscape and visual impacts§6i- G A 2y I £ £ & aA Iy A FA ONSyRifor A y T NI &
national networks including railways at paragraphs 5.048.161. Applicants should
undertake an assessment of any likely significant landscageignal impact assessments
and describe theseit KS 9y @A NR y Y S ESl.Tdble {11 durintas8sythie 0 &
requirements of the NPSNN for developers.

Table 11-1: Summary of relevant NPSNN advice on landscape and visual impact assessment

Summary of NPS provision Consideration within the PEReport

Paragraph 5.144lhe assessment should include  The relevant National Character Areas developed
reference t'o any IanQScape character assessment Natural England, and landscape character areas ¢
and associated studies and take account of any developed by North Somerset Council have been

relevant policies based on these assessmentsin I . o .
P . " identified andthe potential effect on these areas
development documents in England
have been assessed.

Paragraph 5.145lhe assessment should include & The |andscape and visual assessment considers
significant effects during the construction thie potentially significant effects during the

projectand/or the S|gn|f|c_an_t effects Qf the construction phase and the operation phase.
completed development in its operation on

landscape compmonents and landscape character
(including historic landscape characterisagion

Paragraph 5.146lhe assessment shoultclude the - on approximate visual envelope has been develog
visibility and conspicuousness of the project durin for the DCO Schemandthe potentialsignificant
construction and of the presence and operation of change in views cause tiye DCO Scherrfeom

the project and potential impacts on views and o
. . : ; : within that areahave beerassessed
visual amenity. This should include any noise anc

light pollution effects, including on locaimenity,
tranquillity and nature conservation

National Planning Policy Framework

11.2.2  The landscape and visual impact assessrhastbeerconsidered in relation to the
blFrdAz2ylf tfl yyAyNPPE GhapteORequiting gdos defigidd 6 a
Chapter 1Zonserving and enhancing the historic environmERPF Chapter 7 statdsat
planning policieshould:

1 drespond to local character and history, and reflect thatithe of local surroundings
andmaterials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation
(paragraph58)

f  bS vigually attractive as a result gbod architecture and appropriate landscaping
(paragraph58)and i | R R A {ipkopey tb sekkito pforotecor reinforce local
distinctiveness(paragraph60), and
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11.2.3

11.2.4

11.25

1 dake the opportunities available for improving the character and quality of an area
and the way it functions(paragraph64).

NPH-Chapter 2 states that local authoritieshoulddevelop policies that take
into account

1 d&he desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character
and distinctiveness; and

91 opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the
character of a place(paragraph126).

Local Policy

The local planning framework comprises a humbekenyf adopted documents which form

the statutory development plan for each authority, against which proposals seeking
planning permission are assessed. These policy documents comprise saved policies from
extant Local Plans as well as new emerging policyments.

The DCO Scheneeosses two local planning authorities, North SomeBistrict Council
Oab{¢ 0 YR . NAadi 2 fRelevari golicieseadzgummdrisedTable/1R2 £ 0
below and @irther information is provided in Chapter 6 Planning Freuoek.

Table 11-2: Summary of local policy on landscape and views

Policy No. Title Description

North Somerset Council Core Strategglopted Januan2017

CS5

Landscape and the Page 40d¢The character, distinctiveness, diversity apdlity of

Historic Environment b2NIK {2YSNERSGQA Il yRaoOl LIS
and enhanced by the careful, sensitive management and de
of development. Close regard will be paid to the character of
National Character Areas in North Somerset and particularly
that of the 11 landscape types and 31 landscape character
areas identified in the North Somerset Landscape Character
Assessmerd

Paragraph 3.80; Page 412 A KAy dzNb I y | NI
Ffa2 | FFSOGSR o6& GKS |Y2dzyi
areas these can make a significant contribution to character
the overall environment and to the quality of life of local

NEaAARSYy(Gaé¢o

CS9

Green Infrastruture Paragraph 3.135; Page %&reen infrastructure, particularly if
properly planned and integrated into development, can
SYKIyOS GKS G26yaldl LIS FyR ¢

North Somerset Council, Sites and Policies Plan Part 1: Development Management Pélinesed July017)

DM3 Conservation Areas Seeks to protect conservations areas and their setting from
inappropriate development.
DM4 Listed Buildings Seeks to protect listed buildings and their setting from
inappropriate development.
DM5 HistoricParks and Includes provisions to ensure that development proposals w
Gardens not adversely affect designated landscape character within t

district including both nationally registered and unregistered
Historic Parks and Gardens.
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Table 11-2; Summary of local policy on landscape and views

Policy No. Title Description
DM6 Archaelogy Seekdo ensure that new development will not significantly
impact on archaeological remains or their setting.
DM10 Landscape Page28. The policyaimig¢ ¢ 2 LINR GSOG | yR

diversity, quality and distinctive qualities of the landscape of
North Somerseidentified in the North Somerset Landscape
Character Assessmerrotect dark skies from light pollution
and areas of greatest tranquillity from development

Long Ashton Neighbourhood Development Plan 2@13033 (May 2015)

LC3 Local green space

Identifies areas designated as Local Green Space, which
includes the Ashton Court Estate (covering the area which li
within Long Ashton Parish). The policy states that developm
on these areas will not be permitted unless it enhances the
existing use ad community value or in very special
circumstances.

ENV1 Area of Separation

Designates an Area of Separation that is required to remain
open in aspect in order to maintain an actual and visual
separation between the City of Bristol and the parish of Lon¢
Ashton. This area lies within the Green Belt and developmer
contrary to Green Belt policies that threatens the open and
rural aspect will not be permitted.

ENV5 Conserve and enhance
areas of value to nature
or landscape

States that any development proposal must conserve and
enhance the wildlife, biodiversity and historic assets of the
village. Nightingale Valley and Stokeleigh Camp is identified
an area of local ecological and landscape value.

Bristol Development Frenework, Brstol Core StrategyadoptedJune 2011

BCS22 Conservation and the
Historic Environment

Page 1270 5 S@St 2 LIYSy G LINRB L2 al f &
heritage assets and the character and setting of areas of
acknowledged importance including:

Sdteduled ancient monuments

Historic buildings both nationally and locally listed;

Historic parks and gardens both nationally and locally listed;
Conservation areas;

I NOKFS2t23A01f NBYFIAYy&aso
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11.3 Methodology

Guidance and Best Practice

11.3.1 ThsPEIReporthasbroadlyfollowedthe procedures set out Guidelines for Landscape
and VisualmpactAssessmendGLVIA) 3rd Edition(2013) GLVIA has been produced
under the joint auspices of the Landscape Institétef] and the Institute of Environmental
Managementand AssessmentiEMA).

11.3.2 Construction and operational impadtavebeen assessed against both landscape
character and visual receptors.

11.3.3 Landscape impacisere assessed through firstly establishiing existingandscape
characterthrough deskbased studyand site surveyin order to determinghe baseline
conditions The next step asto assess the impact (or changeltioé DCO Schenumn the
landscape andetermineto what extent it would affect the various elements and features
which together make up thiandscape charactefhe assessment of the effecisughtto
identify what changeare likely tooccur as a result adhe DCO Schemand how they
would 'fit', or otherwise, into the existing landscape charactdre effect othe DCO
Schemeon landscapeaceptorswas considered through determining the nature of the
receptor likely to be affected and the nature of the effect likely to occur.

11.3.4 The visual impact assessmeaéntified key receptors and views, through destiidyand
site survey. fie change in @w from particular viewpointsknown asvisual receptorsvas
then consideredThe assessmerescribedthe change in vievibetween the existing view
and thepotential view withthe DCO Schenia place.The sensitivity of the receptorsas
determined in order to assess the magnitude and significance of visual effestaell as
whetherthe DCO Schemeould becentral or peripheral to the view, and the distance
between the receptor and the site.

11.3.5 Seasonal changes in landscape charaatelviews hae beenconsidered through the
undertaking ofboth winter and summer site surveys.

Consultations

11.3.6 A summary of consultations undertaken to date is presented in Tidb8below.

Table 11-3: Summary of consultation responses

Organisation
and Date Summary ofResponse Consideration within PEReport

ScopingOpinionResponses (August 2015)

Planning Paragraph 3.29. THecoping Report does not The cumulative effects of the DCO

Inspectorate provide sufficient evidence to scope out the  Scheme on other works for MetroWest
cumulative effects with the Bedminster Down Phase 1 are discussed in Section 11.8 ¢
Relief Line, Avonmouth / Severn Beach Chapter 18n-combination and
Signalling and Bathampton Turnback. CumulativeEffectsAssessment

Paragraph 3.61. Careful consideration to be  The design of station building at

given to the form, siting, and use of materials Portishead and its surrounding landscay
and colours to help minimise the landscape a respond to the contemporary urban
visualimpacts of the development context of Portishead.

The colour of fencing to the track has
been selected to minimise visual impact
Local stone isat be reused for boundary
walls.
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Table 11-3: Summary of consultation responses

Organisation
and Date Summary ofResponse Consideration within PEReport

ScopingOpinionResponses (August 2015)

Paragraph 3.62. The LMtAcover construction The LVIA covers effects during

works; removal of trees, hedgerows and othel construction andhe movement of trains
vegetation; changes to existing bridges and  andlighting during operation.

other structures which contribute to the
character and appearance of the landscape;
noise and movement of trains during
operation; and lightingluring operation.

Noise effects are addressed in Chapit8r
Noise and Vibration

Paragraph 3.63. Describe models used for ~ The use of digital models to develop the
example in defining the Zoref Visual ZVI has been limited for the reasons set
Influence (ZVE). Location of viewpoints shoulc out in paragraph 11.8.

be agreed with the local authorities and other

A range of views have been selected an
relevant consultees such as Natural England.

are shown in Appendik1.1in the PEI
Report Volume 4 Appendices

Paragraph 3.64. Describe and assess change The views shown in Appendit.2in the
views supported by suitable illustrations to PEI Report Volume 4 Appendiakscribe
describe theworst case the potential change in view.

Paragraph 3.65. Provide replacement screen A figure to showeplacement screen
planting as appropriatéVhere impacts can be plantingfor the disused linavill be
avoided to minimised through changes in prepared for the Environmental
location, size or design of the propostigse Statement

should be éscused and ayreed with the

relevant consultees.

Paragraph 3.66. Crossfer to other parts of References to other section of the PEI

the ES where appropriate Report have been made within this
section.
Historic The assessment needs to cover the impact ol The potential effects on the setting of
England the Project on cultural heritage asseteluding listed buildingsare addresgd in Section

the setting of heritage assets, historic open  11.7.
spaces, historic features and the wider histori

landscape.
Natural The ElAshould include as assessnief the The LVIA includes as assessment of the
England project on the local landscape character area. potential effects on théNational

The assessment methodology should follow tI CharacterAreas, local landscape
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact character areaslescribed by NS@nd
Assessment, by the Landscape Institute and site specific landscape character areas
IEMA, 3'Edition. New development should  develged as part of this LVIA.
consider thg charac_tgr amiistinct-iveness of  The methodology used is in line withe
the area, with the smng and de&_gn of the methodology set out iGLVIA 3 Edition.
development reflecting local design

characteristics and using local materials. The

assessment should include the cumulative

effect of the developments with other relevant

developments in the @a. The assessment

should refer to the National Character Areas.
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Definition of the Study Area

11.3.7 The study area for the landscape and visual impact assessragasand extend beyond
the 500m study aredor anumber of reasons as described below.

11.3.8 The study area for the landscape character assessment takes into accolemdseape at
a variety of scaleslt considers thdandscapecharacter areaat a national scalas defined
within the National Character Aas6 & b /ptoduoed by Natural Englandrhese, by their
very nature, cover large areas and where the DCO Scheme crosses only a small part.

11.3.9 The Local Authority Landscape Character araasdentified in their variouglans and
policies similarly extend beyond the 508 study area. Thpotential effects of the DCO
Scheme haveonsideredwvhat part the existing railway line takes in defining the character
of the area as a notable element of that landscape, or not.

11.3.10 The extent of these areage shown onigure 111 Sheets 1 to & the PEI Report Volume
3 Book of Figures

11.3.11 Asmaller scalsite specifidandscape character areéiss been undertaken as part thfis
landscape charactassessmenand this is within the 50fh study area The extat of
these areas are shown on Figure2$heets Jand 2in the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of
Figures

11.3.12 The study area for #hvisualassessmentvasdetermined byestablishing an approximate
visual envelopeThis has been used to identthye areas fronwithin whichthe DCO
Schemewould be visible.In order to develop th@pproximatevisual envelopethe zone of
theoretical visibility ZT\¢) wasfirstly preparedusing digital terrain modellingoftware
This ZTVlustrated the visual envelope based on a bare earth model i.e. one which did not
take into consideration the screening effects of vegetation, buildings and other features.
However, in relation to the proposed schentiee screening effect of vegetatiaamd
buildings is an important factor in the assessment of vieWsiss particulaty the casen
the urban areaof Portishead and Bristol city centwehere the buildings form a significant
screening feature The value of the bare earth model was therefconsidered to be
limited as it showed large numbers of visual receptors which would aotuallyexperience
a view to the railway linbecause of thecreening effect of thexisting vegetation and
buildings The ZTV was used as a starting point tasass the development of the visual
envelope, however due to its limited value, it has not been included in this report.

11.3.13 The visual envelapwastherefore primarily developedthrough field workusing theZTVas
a basisand therebytaking into accounthe other screening features such e existing
vegetation and builings. The envelope extends beyond 580in some places, for
example at Sheepway where the landscape is more open and level. In other areas it is
narrower than the 500n, for example in the Avon Gorge where views to the west are
immediatelyto the cliff face.The visual receptors are shown on Figure313heets 1 to H
the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

11.3.14 Considering théype andnature ofthe DCO Schemees primariy as an existing railway
corridor within the landscapeather than a new featurean approximate visual envelope
is considered appropriate. In addition, the built form of the urban areas means that the
visual envelope is complek includes for examplsomenarrow, glimpsed viewdown
streets perpendicular to the railway linevherethoseviews tothe DCO Schenend the
potential changes to those vieware not considered to be significarthesehave been
excluded fom the assessment
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11.3.15

11.3.16

11.3.17

11.3.18

11.3.19

11.3.20

11.3.21

Key Receptors

Lardscape receptorarethe landscape character areas which are likely to be impacted by
the DCO Schem&egional, local and site specific character areas have been considered
noted above andiescribedbelow.

Visual receptorare locations from which pedp have views of the scheme. Théselude
private residential, commercial/industrial properties, publicly accessible areas such as
parks and gardens and public rights of way, designated features and other features from
where views othe DCO Schenwre afforded, such as roadsid railwaysWhere

appropriate, visual receptors thatre physically close together with broadly similar views,
and of the same sensitivithave beergrouped togethetin the assessment

Thepotential effectsof the DCO Schenan thesettings of listed buildingsegistered
parks and gardens and scheduled monumdrage beergiven specific consideration.
Defining the Baseline

A desk based studwas undertaken tadentify andreviewlandscape character aredscal
planning degynations and features of interest that make up the character of the
landscape such as heritage assets and ecological sites of interest. Further information on
these features is provided in Chapters 8 and 9 respectively.

Baseline field surveysere undertaken involvingite character analysis, through
consideration of landform, vegetation, human influence (built form and culture)tbed
nature of viewsn general and bidentifyingthe visual receptors antheir particularviews

Assessment of Construction Impacts

In order to assess the construction impactstfoe DCO Scheméhe following information
wasobtained and considered:

9 location of site compounds

9 extent of the works required to facilitate construction, including working asees
haul routes

1 vegetation clearance
9 construction methods antikely plantand equipment and

9 programme and phasing of works

Assessment of Operational Impacts

In order to assess the operational impactgled DCO Scheméhe following information
wasobtained andconsidered:

preferred option for the new station in Portishead

preferred option for reopening of the station at Pill

replacement and new planting proposals

scale, layout and extent of the proposals, including vertical elements
proposed elements, materiand finishes

proposed lighting, and

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4 -

frequency of proposed trains.
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Assessment of Decommissioning Impacts

11.3.22 No specific plans have been formulated for the decommissioning phase of the Portishead
Branch Line. It is expected that the services will continuag$dong as there is a business
case for doing so. Closure of railways is a regulated process, overseen by the Office of Rail
and Road. Disposal of railway assets is also regulated by the Office of Rail and Road under
the terms of Network Rail's licence.

11.3.23 Ralways are not designed to be decomsi@ned, although in accordance with paragraph
5.85 of the NPSNN, development plan policies [and Network Rail's Sustainable
Development Strategy], consideration will be given to the sustainability of materials used
in construction, including their embodied carbon content, where choice is available and
some information on this is provided in ChapterMaterials and WasteFor the NSIP, in
the event that the train operating company decides to cease services on the Radish
BranchLine, it is likely that the railway assets will remain in place, as occurred after traffic
ceased in the 1980s. Previous practice following railway closures suggests that the railway
formation will remain available either for 1gevelopment ovetime or finding an
alternative transport use such as a guided busway or a cycle path. Such proposals would
be subject to their own assessment including consideration of environmental effects. As
such proposals are not reasonably foreseeable, the likghaats cannot be assessed.

11.3.24 For any abandoned part of the railway track bed, vegetation would gradually encroach
upon the railway line, with herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees gradually recolonising the
railway corridor. The assets comprising the trackiaedild gradually fall into disrepair due
to the action of erosion and corrosion from rain, plants and animals. As the railway to be
authorised by the DCO is largely laid at surface level between Portishead and Pill it is not
anticipated that there would bsignificant need for ongoing maintenance work for
embankments or cuttings. Ongoing maintenance of the cuttings and embankments would
still be required along the operational railway from the Port to the main line. Network Ralil
would probably recover (andéally reuse) items of values such as wiring, signalling
SHdZA LIYSY G YR LINAYOALNl tf &dzldLJ & LRAYyGa oat {t ¢

11.3.25 Remaining assets such as fencing would continue to be maintained. The bridges carrying
highways over the DC§&heme and public rights of way would continue to be maintained
to standards appropriate for the public use, as a result of the obligations of North
Somerset District Council as local highway authority.

11.3.26 Itis anticipated the line between Royal PortburycR@and Parson Street would remain
open for services to the Port. The currently operational railway would remain open for
freight traffic even if passenger services ceased and any decision regarding the cessation
of freight services would be one for the kjlet Operating Companies and Bristol Port
Company, so decommissioning tbeerational railway is not considered relevant or
foreseeable for assessing the DCO Schéfrere any decommissioning of all or part of the
operational railway to be proposed in thetéire, a separate project would be developed,
which would be accompanied by a specific assessment of the implications for the SAC.

11.3.27 Itis not anticipated that the associated development comprising highway works or car
parks at Portishead would be alteredasesult of the cessation of rail passenger services
between Portishead and Bristol. Similarly it is anticipated the car parks at Pill would
remain as car parks albeit for all of the car parks development proposals might come
forward over time and woulddassessed for their planning impacts and any
environmental effects at such time as such schemes came forward for the local planning
authority to consiler. Changes to the UK's use of fuel for transport mean that the nature
of emissions from vehicles undaking any removal of items could only be attaaof
speculation.
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Assessment of Cumulative Effects

11.3.28 Thelandscape and visuahpactsof the DCO Schem& combination wittother projects
were consideredTheother projects were identified following theugdance provided by
ThePlanning Inspectorate a AdkigENote 17Cumulative Effects Assessméhte Planning
Inspectorate, 2015). This approach is explained in Chapter 18, and a long list of possible
projects to be considered is provided in Appendix i8.the PEI Report Volume 4
Appendicesaind a short list of other projects to be considered in the cumulative effects
assessment is provided in Appendix 1id.2he PEI Report Volume 4 Appendices

11.3.29 The other projects to be considered in the cumulative efexgsessment comprise:
9 Other DCO projects withinln of the Portishead Branch Line

T hiKSNJ LINe2SOita 2y GKS 201t LI} Inyofthe/ 3 | dzli K2
Portishead Branch Line, and

9 Other projects required for MetroWest Phase 1.

11.3.30 Thelocations of other projects within 50@ of the Portishead Branch Line considered in
the assessment of cumulative effects @lentified on Figuré-1 Sheets 1 to I the PEI
Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

11.3.31 The purpose of the assessment is to consithergignificance ahe DCO Schenia
relation to theseother projects whereby their combined influence may have a greater
influence thanthe DCO Schenaone.The known details of relevawther projectswere
considered in order to determine whether thaye likely to contribute to landscape effects
on overall character, aesthetics and the fabric of the landscape effectsareassessed as
additional/combinedeffect.

Use of Significance Criteria

11.3.32 The significance criteria used to assess the impact obtb® Scheme have been based on
those set out in GLVIAl@@ndEMA2013)andl A A Kgl @& 9y 3Af I yRQa Ly dSNR
135/10Landscape and Visual Effects Assessment

Nature of Receptor

11.3.33 In order to determine the nature of the receptor likety be affectedconsideration is
given tothe susceptibility of the receptor to change and the value ofréeeptor. Typical
descriptors of these judgements, for both landscape and visual recept@defined in
Tables11-4 and 115 below.

Table 11-4; Landscape character value

Value and
Susceptibility
to Change Typical Descriptors
High Landscapes which by nature of their character would be unable to accommodate chan

the type proposed. Typically these would be:

1 Of high quality with distinctivelements and features making a positive contribution to
character and sense of place

1 Likely to be designated, but the aspects which underpin such value may also be pres
outside designated areas, especially at the local scale

1 Areas of special recognisedlue through use, perception or historic and cultural
associations

1 Likely to contain features and elements that are rare and could not be replaced

11-10
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Table 11-4: Landscape character value

Value and
Susceptibility
to Change Typical Descriptors
Medium Landscapes which by nature of their character would be able to partly accommodate
change of theype proposed. Typically these would be:
1 Comprised of commonplace elements and features creating generally unremarkable
character but with some sense of place
1 Locally designated, or their value may be expressed througkstedntory local
publications
1 Contdning some features of value through use, perception or historic and cultural
associations
1 Likely to contain some features and elements that could not be replaced
Low Landscapes which by nature of their character would be able to accommodate change

the type proposed. Typically these would be:

9 Comprised of some features and elements that are discordant, derelict or in decline,
resulting in indistinct character withitlie or no sense of place

1 Not designated

9 Containing few, if any, features of value through use, perception or historic and cultu
associations

9 Likely to contain few, if any, features and elements that could not be replaced

Source: IAN 135/1Hjghways Bgland,2010)

Table 11-5: Sensitivity of visual receptors and typical descriptors

Sensitivity Typical Descriptors

High 1 Residential properties with views from ground and first floor windows and gardens towa
the proposals.
I Important public sites used by many people.
1 Public rightsof-way, public open spaces and other locations where the view is part of the
reason for the visit.

Medium 9 Commercial and industrial premises.
9 Schools.
1 Playing fields.
9 Other areas where the view is not ceatito the use.
Low 9 Roads and rail with views towards the development where the viewer passes at speed i
the view is not central to the use.

SourcelAN 135/10 ighways Englan@010)

Nature of Effect (Magnitude of Impact)

11.3.34 In order todetermine the nature of effectgonsideration is given tthe size and scale of
the effect, the geographical extent of the area that will be affected, and the duration of the
effect and its reversibility. Typical descriptors of these judgements, for lbotfscape and
visual receptorsare defined in theTables11-6 and 117 below.
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Table 11-6: Magnitude of impact for landscape character effects

Significance TypicalDescriptors
Major adverse Total loss or large scatlamage to existing character or distinctive features and
elements, and/or the addition of new but uncharacteristic conspicuous features &
elements.

Moderate adverse Partial loss or noticeable damage to existing character or distinctive features anc
elements, and/or the addition of new but uncharacteristic noticeable features anc
elements.

Minor adverse Slight loss or damage to existing character or features and elements, and/or the
addition of new but uncharacteristic features and elements.

Negligibleadverse  Barely noticeable loss or damage to existing character or features and elements
and/or the addition of new but uncharacteristic features and elements.

Nochange No noticeable loss, damage or alteration to character or features or al&sne
Negligible Barely noticeable improvement of character by the restoration of existing feature
beneficial and elements, and/or the removal of uncharacteristic features and elements, or t

the addition of new characteristic features.

Minor beneficial Slight improvement of character by the restoration of existing features and eleme
and/or the removal of uncharacteristic features and elements, or by the addition
new characteristic elements.

Moderate Partial or noticeable improvement aharacter by the restoration of existing feature
beneficial and element, and/or the removal of uncharacteristic and noticeable features and
elements, or by the addition of new characteristic features.

Major beneficial Large scale improvement of character by thetogation of features and elements,
and/or the removal of uncharacteristic and conspicuous features and elements, ¢
the addition of new distinctive features.

SourcelAN 135/10 ighways Englan@010)

11.3.35 Typical descriptors or criteria for theagnitude ofvisualimpact are listed in Tabl&1-7,
following the logic that the greater the change, the more major the impact.

Table 11-7: Magnitude of visual impact and typical descriptors

Magnitude
of Impact Typical CriteriaDescriptors
Major The project, or a part of it, would become the dominant feature or focal point of the view.

Moderate  The project, or a part of it, would form a noticeable feature or element of the view which
readily apparent to the receptor.

Minor The project, or a part of it, would be perceptible but not alter the overall balance of featu
and elements that comprise the existing view.

Negligible  Only a very small part of the project would be discernible, or it is at such a distance that
would form a barely noticeable feature of element of the view.

No Change No part of the project, or work or activity associated with it, is discernible.

SourcelAN 135/10 ighways Englan@010)
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11.3.36

Significance of Effect

Significance of effect dhe DCO5chemeon each landscape and visual receptor has been
determined through combining the judgements made for the nature of the receptor and
the nature of the effect and summarised through categories of significance, as indicated in
the tablesbelow. Table11-8 provides typical descriptions for the level of significance of
impact for changes to the landscape character for both adverse and beneficial effeles
Table 119 provides typical descriptions for the level of significance of impact for changes
to the view for both adverse and beneficial effector the purposes of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 effects of moderate or
larger significance are generally considered to be likely significant effects

Table 11-8: Significance of landscape effects

Value and Magnitude of Impact (Degree of Change)
Susceptibility — ] _

to Change No Change Negligible Minor Moderate Major
High Neutral Slight Slight or Moderate Moderate or Large Large or Veryarge
Medium Neutral  Neutral or Slight Slight Moderate Moderate or Larg
Low Neutral  Neutral or Slight Neutral or Slight Slight Slight or Moderatt

SourcelAN 135/10 ighways Englan@010)

Table 11-9: Significance of visual effects

Sensitivity of Magnitude of Impact (Degree of Change)

R\élcs;;i)r No Change Negligible Minor Moderate Major
High Neutral Slight Slight or Moderate Moderate or Large Large or Very Lar¢
Medium Neutral  Neutral or slight Slight Moderate Moderate orLarge
Low Neutral  Neutral or slight Neutral or Slight Slight Slight or Moderate

SourcelAN 135/10 ighways Englan@010)
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11.4 Baseline, Future Conditions and Value of Resource
Designations Relevant to Landscape

11.4.1 Table 1310 summarises those environmental and planndegignationghat have a
bearing on the landscape charactend visual receptoraithin the DCO Schensudy
area The locations ahesedesignations are shown orarious figures in the PEI Report.

Table 11-10: Designations relevant to the DCO Scheme

KeyDesignatiors Location withinthe Sudy Area

Green Belt Green belt is bounded byortishead, The RoyRbrtburyDockand Pil] as well
as the western bank of the River Avon and thuskirts of Bristol. lincludes
sectiors of the disused railwaynd freight line, along thAvon Grge and at
Sheepway and between Pill and the MEge Figure- in the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figures

Amenity (North Somerset The Vale, Portishead (bounded by the disused railway line to the nattu);
Adopted Local Plan) Yew Tree Gardens, Pill

Local Green Space (North The Vale, Portishead (bounded by the disused railway line to the north); Y

{2YSNRBRSGQ& S Tree Gardens, PiNictoria Park, Piind Crockerne Pill, Pilifimediately to the

proposals map) north and south oPillViaduct) and Watchhouse Hill, to the east of Pikee
Figure 111 in the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

Common Land and Town Land known a3he Landun, Priors Field, Pump Square, Victoriadtatk
or Village Greens Waterloo Wharf, to the north, south and east of Rihd The Point, Chapel Pil
to the east of Ham Green.

Forest of Avon Covers the whole of North Somerset.
(Community Forest)

National Forest Invetory =~ Woodland to the east of EIm Tree Farm with its southern extent adjacent t
the line (refer to Figurd1-1 in the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figyres
woodland north of Junction 19 and adjacent to the railway line; woodland
the River Avon bridgepproach embankment of the M5 (south side).

AdditionalDesignations Location within study area

Conservation Areas Refer to Conservation Aresctionfor list of relevant Conservation Areas

Listed Buildings Refer to Listed Building®ctionbelowfor list of relevant listed buildings.

Registered Parks and Leigh CourandAshton CourtNBE 3 A &8 G SNBR LI NJ & I yR
DF NRSy & 6 dawt westbank of the River Avon.

Unregistered Parks and  St. Georg® Hall (south of the M5 and east of junction 18)pd Ham Green
Gardens (Designated in  Hospital

North Somerset Adopted

Local Plan and North

{ 2 YS N&m8rjiya

proposals map)

Special Area of Avon Gorge Woodlands
| 2YyaSNBI GA2Y

Sitesof Special Scientific Avon GorgeSevern Estuary; and Ashton Court
LYdSNBad o6af{

National Nature Reserve Leigh Woods
0abbwéov
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Conservation Areas

11.4.2 Eightconservation areas are located within 580of the DCO Schemghe principal
characteristics of these conservations asearesummarised irthe following text, whilehe
locationsof these conservation arease shown on Figure 11in the PEI Report Volume 3
Book of FiguresThe information provided here sasedonthe NA aG2€t / AG& [/ 2dzy O
Conservation Area Enhancement StatemdB€C, 199 and Conservation Area Character
Appraisalsvhichare to replace the Enhancement Statements a@oddate, have been
draftedfor Sea Mills, Clifton and Hotwells, and City Docks Conservation Areas.

11.43  Leigh Wood#ieswithin North Somerset 2 dzy OAf Q& 0 2 dzy RDidtEt® b 2 NI K {
Councildoesnot have written descriptions ofonservationareas.A trief description ha
been developed by the author of this assessment, ofilibigh Wood€onservationArea,
in order to provide a baseline defgution.

11.4.4 Conservation areas have been accorded a medium value.
Shirehampton Conservation Area

11.4.5 Shirehampton Conservation Area includes the histeeiatre of Shirehampton, as well as
The Lamplighters area. The River Avon forms the boundafied_amplightes section of
the conservation area. The Lamplighters is predominately a residential area, typified by
Georgian properties. The Lamplighters Public House, with its large géadentowards
the River Avon. Station Road forms part of the setting of theseovation area. Key issues
in the area are generally related to the village cenireere arealsoconcerns that the
open land of the Avoforeshore will come under pressure for development, detracting
from the open characteBristol City Counci{1993)states that itdwill resist development
of the Avon ForeshogeBristol City Council also statié K la§tudg should be undertaken
to assess whether the Conservation Area boundary should be refined to reflect the true
focus, that of the village centre arod the grees Whis sudy has not been undertaken
to date.

Sea Mills Gnservation Area

1146 SeaMillska | NI NB SEIFYLI S 2F I aRSGI Okdefhéd 3 NRSYy
on three sides by green open spdedenumber ofunlisted, but nonetheless valuable
buildings are foundavithin the Conservation Area, including Sea Mills Station booking office
and house.

11.4.7 The qality of views out of and into th€onservation Aeaare an important featureOf
particular note are views tiking out to the green belt land of North Somerset and across
the Avon and the view looking back from the River Avon Trail towards SeaRddtpaths,
whilst overgrown in places, often afford views of the Avon.

11.4.8 In addition to the Sea Mills development, tlenservationArea also includga section of
the River AvonRoman remains and the port @&bonae, the redundant Sea Mills Docks,
signal stations and Sea Mills Railway Station.

11.4.9 Strengthsof the areainclude hgh quality viewsin particular from footpatls, the Severn
Beach Railway linendunlisted buildings of valu€f detriment to the area is the parcel of
land to the southwest of the Conservation Area, with its floodlights and mobile phone
masts. These feares are outof-character and reduce the quality of views. Another
weakness is thpoor maintenance of the Severn Way footpath. Opportunities include
improving the Severn Way footpath and general improved maintenance of landscape
Threas to the area incide loss of views.

11.4.10 The Conservation Area has been divided into a number of individual areas. Of relevance to
this assessment is The Trym Valley and River Avon&nisgs an area of low lying land
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11.4.11

11.4.12

11.4.13

11.4.14

11.4.15

11.4.16

11.4.17

11.4.18

11.4.19

11.4.20

with an open, green character and built form limited trs§ a small section. According to

Bristol City CounciK S ¢ NBY I f f S& Is¢xRemeijigdmahtin@d2y | NBI ¢
LINE GARAY 3 | 3INBSY WXdiFah Srokdf oltanding &end bed®S Yy  { dzo
LI NI 2F . NRAaAG2f Qa aidimppeantJor wildhifeé 3 MB SR aG2NNK R 21 NA
Council2011).

Sneyd ParlConservation Area

SneydPark Conservation Area is a leafy residential area of Bristol built on an undulating
landform. To the southwest, the Avon valley forms the boundary to the conservation area

at the point where open floodplain transitions to wooded scarp. Landscape hagsalwa

0SSy 1S& (2 (0KS { yt@éther with robble wals | Hefin®staSNI | Y R d
encloses streets and provides the setting for housing; creating a very mature arcadian

suburlg @®

Key issues include the heavy commuter traffic, the effect of The Pgrtvaah in terms of

traffic noise and bisecting visual links. Another concern is future development for housing,

and its effect on views. Bristol City Council stdket 6The City Council will oppose the

development of open land in the Avon Valley andyAvoD 2 NB-@sidbriiaf uses out of

character with the areawillberesisted 6 . NA adG 2t /[ AGe& [/ 2dzyOAt I Mo

The DownsConservation Area

The Downs is bounded by Clifton to the southeast and to the west, the Avon Gorge marks
the edge of the Downs plateau.s&ction of the railway line passes alongside the boundary
of this Conservation Area.

The area is charactedd by a considerable area of parkland of open, short grassland and
shrubs. Towards Clifton, the area becomes more densely vegetated. Granderillaes
and avenue trees line the streets surroundifige Downs.

I OO2NRAY 3 (2 . tWhésdhtwest, Anlbgen nagadeyiddd €dging the
Gorge rises gently through a landscaped promenade to the Iron Age Hill Fort terminated by
the Observatry. The Gorge, a precipitous chasm edged bydlae cliffs, is spanned by
Nbzy St Qa &adzalLlSyaizy ONARRIAS FyR F2N¥Ya | ylF A2
base, the area remains unbuilt on with the open valley floor forming a pleasing contrast to
the cliff€ @

Key issues in the area include traffic, noise from The Poritwpgictingon the setting of
the gorgeandthe decline of landscape features. The Downs are very sensitive to change.

Qifton & Hotwells Conservation Area

According to Bristol Git / 2 dzy O Cliftondhas a very bemarkable inheritance of trees

in public parks, communal gardens, and in private gardens. There are relatively few street
(NBSAa Ay /fAFOU2YX58ALAGS GKAAZ GKS X2y aSNDI
Plantedgreen spaces, whether public or private are extremely important to the character

and special interest of the aréa®d

The Conservation Area is made up of a number of individual arbadollowing areas are
relevant to the assessment: The Promenade, Qliffpa Terraces and Hotwells.

The Promenade

GThis character area includes the arc of grand villas lining The Promenade and Clifton
Down, which face west across The Downs. Along the edge of The Downs, grand terraces
give way to palatial villas of monumentstalé @

This area has a leafy character, dq\e to a considerable number of mature trees and The
t NPYSYIFRSQ& LINPEAYAGE (2 ¢KS 52¢yad hT LI NIA
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Engineers HouselT his character area has a particularly rich, high quality toapscwith
many Grade Il and II* properties, listed railings and street furrétube

Clifton Spa Terraces

11.4.21 The Georgian and Regency Clifton Spa Terraces area is characterised by four storey
i S NNJ O S Reonfipasdaieihgr As géoupings around inforséces, or located as
raised causeways facing the south slopes over the RiveéA®onh ¥ LJF NIi A Odzf | NJ y 2
I NS Aa ¢KS forms Adha2opnvex Kréscert ofd4 Grade II* listed héuges
The buildings are designed to afford dramatic viewsilogpkouth.

11.4.22 Ly | R R thé dutghdiiig2owriscape of the area are the integral green spaces, which
contribute greatly to itcharacter Whether formal or informal, private or public, the
G NR2dza 3 NRSya PafaBon BdirdiztmBdiiscous andinf@@mall | f £ ©
providing key features when viewed from the sapith
Hotwells

11.4.23 cdHotwells lies at the base of the south Clifton slope, centred on Dowry Square and Dowry
Parade and the terraces immediately north of HotvRelhd. This is the earliest portion of
the conservation area to be developed, with buildings characterised by early Georgian brick
architecturé @

11.4.24 dThe quality of Dowry Square and most of Hotwells is downgraded by heavy through traffic
using it as a mass ube to the city centre.Clifton Vale Closeisapoorpést L L LJ ANJ 2F |
plan flats, which respond badly to the surrounding context and occupy a large plot south of
Cornwallis Avenue. Chapel Row terminates abruptly with negative 1960€Tieds
traditional shopfronts along south Hotwell Road are undermined in places by poorly
designed and obtrusive signagep h ¥ y 2GS | NBThé RifonR®Ks 2y Yyl RS |y
Railway, an underground funicular railway. The busy Hotwell Retdcts from the closed
funicularNJ- A f sblitrerQ station

11.4.25 According to Bristol City Council (2010) negative features of Clifton and Hotwells
Conservation Area include loss of boundary features, loss of traditional street
furniture/signs and unsympathetic alterations to buildings. Teiye that in terms of
GNF RAGAZ2Y I aGNBSOH wodesldduldbSundeyaken toéndBeS & T S+ (0 dzN
consistency and quality of replacement mategat®

Leighwoods Conservation Area

11.4.26 Leighwoods Conservation Area has been designated by North SomeusetlCithe
conservation area covers the small, historic village of Leigh Woods, with the southern and
western boundaries of the conservation afeeingdefined by the A369. To the north, the
conservation area is bounded by North Road, and to the easthdhadary is defined by
Leigh Woodsvoodland.Theconservation area is characterised by lardgracterful,
detached properties, contained withenclosedplots and set back from the roadlhere is
aleafyfeel due totall evergreen hedges and pockets of woodlagtbne boundary walls
often abutthe highway. Wo late C19 garderare foundwithin the conservation are@®ne
is Bristol University Botanic Gardens and Rayne Thdatesignated as a Registered Park
and Gardenpandthe other is Burgh Walls terraced garden, which designated by North
Somerset as abnregistered Park and Garddreigh Woods woodland wraps around the
north and east sides of the village, containing the village and limiting views beyond the
local envwrons.

City Dockgonservation Area

11.4.27 The City Docks Conservatidreahas been subdivided into a number of individual
character areas. Theortbury Freight Linpasseslose tothe Cumberland Basin section of
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the Conservation Area. The area is dominateddayures such as late 2@Gentury
concrete highway and 1920™ century industrial dockside including notable warehouse
units.

11.4.28 Areas of soft landscape provide valuable softening to what would otherwise be a very hard
environment. Of particular note i$ie Cumberland Basin, with its mature trees and
fFyRAOFLIS I NBI o i¢udrappaxiatediNihd wie city coatextybut &
is a major asset to the Conservation Aré@ity Docks Character Appraisal and
Management Proposal8ristol City Counic2011)

11.4.29 As part of its assessment, Bristol City Council has identified structures, buildings and views
of particular note and importance within the City Do€ksservationArea:

11.4.30 Notable buildings and structures in the area include:

1 Lock gates and harbowralls by Brunebelow 20th century Plimsoll Bridge

1 Nbzy St Qa {oAy3a o0{s6ABSt0 . NARIST b2NIK 9y iN
1 Bonded warehouses

1 Riverside Garden Centre

1 Ashton Avenue Swing Bridge

1 Railway lines of former docks railway

11.4.31 Notable views include:

1 From Clift House Road, northwards towatkle Clifton Suspension Bridge and
AvonGorge

11.4.32 BristolCityCouncil has also identified strengths, opportunities, weaknesses and threats of
the area:

1 Strengths includéandscape alonthe harbour as well as wildlife habitat along railway
lines,thigh quality views out of aréand cremnants of industrial heritage

1 Opportunities includ@improved management and maintenance of landscaping,
especially arounthe railwaye and émore interpretaton of industrial heritagé

1 Weakness includéover-development of elevated highways with dead areas of car
parking beneath, high volume of vehicular traffic with noise and polldtard dsome
dereliction in evidence

1 Threats includ@increased decline ohdustrial buildings, bridges etc. contributing to a
sense of negleétandcthreat to key views and panoramas from within the character
area to key landscapes or landmark featidre®

Bower AshtonConservation Area

11.4.33 According to Bristol City Coun@@®93)Bower Ashtondis a pleasant rural area of open
pastureland on the south facing slopes leading to Leigh Waekish formsdthe setting to
Ashton Cougt. Rownham Hill acts as a defining edge to the urban section of Bristol, and
can be seen from many parts dfe city. To the south of Bower Ashtéare former
meadows now used as playing fields. To the west and north, traditional pastureland
forming the natural setting of Ashton Court (Listed Grade 1), rises to Rownham Hill.
Clanage Road bounded by dramatic pemrfzoundary walls, encloses flat open ground to
the east laid out as sport grounds or allotment€ey issues include traffic, notably on
Clanage Road. BCC sti€he pasturelands surrounding Ashton are an essential part of
the character of the Estate. fupotential change needs to be very carefully addressed so as
y2i G2 R26y3INI RS (GKAA AYLRNIFYd KAZG2NRAO YIy
exposes the southern part of Conservation Area to AshtonéR¢ad
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Listed Buildings

11.4.34 The DCO Schenmeay impact the setting of listed buildings. Thereftre setting of these
listed buildings has been considenedTable 1111 belowfollowing consultationby the
Planning Inspectorateith Historic Englantbr the Scoping Opinionin addition a number
of Grade Il Listed buildings have been conside@darticular relevance is th@érade 1
listed Clifton SuspensioBridge The location of these listed buildingsshown onFigure
11.1 Sheets 1 to i the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

Table 11-11: Listed buildings relevant to the DCO Scheme

Grade

Description

Grade |

Church of St MaryPortbury
(Figure 1.1, Sheet 2n the
PEI Report, Volume 3 Book
of Figure}

The 12h centurychurch lies in a small churchyard, and is detached from t
settlement of Portbury to its west. It is set within a landscape of agricultul
fields, with a small school to its south. To the north of the village runs the
motorway. Although the motorwais not highly visible from the church, the
sense of movement and road noise has a strong influence on the overall
setting of the church.

Clifton Suspernsn bridge
and two toll housesBristol
(Figure 11.1, Shedtin the
PEI Report Volume 3 Book
of Figurey

The Clifton Suspension Bridge is an imposing landmark, with its notable
and distinctive construction. It spans the Avon Gorge, and offers long vie
down the wooded river valley that is enclosed by eso@ept. Looking south,
panoramic views are afforded across the City of Bristol. The Portbury Fr
Line at the bottom of the gorge forms a small part of the overall view.

Grade IF

Description

Church of St George
Portbury(Figure 11.1,
Sheet2 in the FEl Report
Volume 3 Book of Figurkes

The church lies in a small churchyard, set within the village of E&ston
Gordano. The church itself is a prominent feature in the village. North of -
village runs the M5 motorway with the disusegilwayline beyondthat.
Although the motorway is not visible from the church, the road noise has
strong influence on the overall setting of the church. The houses
immediately north of the church, the Marsh Lane overbridge embankmer
and the motorway all screen views tawds the disused line.

Trafalgar House; Taylor
Maxwell House; Promenad:
House; Engine& House,;
andAlva Houseall in
Clifton, Bristo(Figure 11.1,
Sheetd in the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figurkes

These buildings form a row of large scale detached neoclassical style
properties sitting on the east side of Clifton Down overlookihg
Promenade. The Promenade consists of a grass area with established,
mature trees and dense vegetation. This vegetatiowd landform acts to
screen the gorge beyond.

Clifton ObservatoryBristol
(Figure 11.1, Sheetid the
PEI Report Volume 3 Book
of Figurey

The Clifton Observatory is a distinctive landmark, which sits on the crowr
the Avon Gorge in a prominent p&snh. It is set within the relatively open
landscape of Clifton Downs and affords panoramic views across Bristol, '
to Clifton Suspension Bridge, and views down and along the vegetated ri
corridor of the gorge.

Swing Bridge over north
entrance lock . NXzy S
South Entrance Lock; Swin
.NAR3IS 2@3SNJ
entrance lockBristol
(Figure 11.1, Sheeti the
PEI Report Volume 3 Book
of Figurey

These features form part of the Cumberland Basin but are set low down
the landscape. The setting these listed features is one of built form and
highway infrastructure, distinctive features such as thedad building, as
well as views towards the River Avon. Looking navést from the
structures, there are long views to the Avon Gorge and the distadx
wooded slopes.
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Table 11-11: Listed buildings relevant to the DCO Scheme

Grade

Description

The ColonnadeHotwells,

Bristd (Figure 11.1, Sheet 4
in the PEI Report Volume 3

Book of Figures

TheColonnadds a row of four terraced houses, located on Hotwells Roac
fronts onto Hotwells, Bristol, with views across the busy A4 road, looking
towards the west sidef the gorge. The railway forms a part of the view,
across the River Avon, behind an establabelt of trees.

No. 214 and No. 15 The
Paragon, Clifton, Bristol
(Figure 11.1, Sheetid the
PEI Report Volume 3 Book
of Figurey

Theseproperties areset within the Clifton& Hotwells Conservation Areand
afford views across Bristol, looking dovoewards the River Avon and gorge
According to Historic England The Paragon faimslk NIi 2 ¥ (1 K S
2F /EAFaG2y FNBY GKS a2dzik
(http://www.historicengland.org.uk).

Freeland CourtFigure 11.1,
Sheet5 in the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figures

This early Georgian styleshaped property fronts onto the busy A4 road,
with Clifton rising up to its rear. Along with these primary features, other
O2YLRySyGa 27T i kSuddthsweRping, Beskly woSdéko
Avon Gorge, the existing railway, the Clifton SuspenBiage and theRiver
Avon. The A4 is a particularly dominant feature of the setting, with road
noise and fast moving traffic.

Numbers 29 Albemarle
Row(Figure 11.1, Shedtin
the PEI Report Volume 3
Book of Figurgs

These terraced properties on Albemarle Row, Bristol, form part of the
townscapeof Clifton, and as such have narrow views enclosed by the
surrounding built form.

Grade Il

Description

Moor Farmhouse
Portishead (Figure 11.1,
Sheet 1 in the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figurkes

The farmhouse on the edge of the residential area on the east edge of
Portishead just north of Sheepway with some views north east towards tl
disused line. The esting boundary hedge provides some screening but
there are views from the disused line towards the building.

The Thatched Cottage

(Figure 11.1, Sheet 1 in the

PEI Report Volume 3 Book
of Figurey

The building lies to the south of Sheepwaiyh views from the rear of the
house south west towards the existing vegetation on the field boundary v
some views south towards the disused line through gaps in the existing
hedges.

Elm Tree Farr(Figure 11.1,
Sheetl in the PEI Report
Volume 3 Bookf Figure$

The farmhouse is located on the east side of Sheepway north of the disu
railwayline with the business centre to its north. Views from the farmhous
south towards the disused line and partially screen by matures trees with
the garden, btiwith some views to the line.

Court House Farrtrigure
11.1, Shee? in the PEI
Report Volume 3 Book of
Figures.

CourtHouse Farm forms part of a complex of farm buildings which lies in
close proximity to the north of the M5 andlestoff Marsh Lane Planting
adjacent to the motorway and the overbridge provide some screening of
motorway. There are some views north west towards the disused line
through the planting which lies adjacent to Marsh Lane.

A recent planning application by The Bristol Hortadditional cago storage
would see the fields around the farm surfaced for cars along with fencing
and lighting.

The WatchHouse and
Mulberry CottaggFigure
11.1, Sheet 2 in the PEI
Report Volume 3 Book of
Figures.

These two properties lie at the drof the valley at Pill adjacent to the River
Avon. They have some views up toward the\Raltluct, partially screened
by other properties.
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Registered Parks and Gardens

11.4.35 The existing’ortbury Freightihe passes through the eastern edge of Leigh CRB&G
andclose to the eastern edgef Ashton Count RP&®hich is bordered by the A365
between LeigiWoods and Bower AshtoiThese fetures are described in Table 1P
below.

Table 11-12: Registered parks and gardens relevant to the DCO Scheme

Grade II* Description

Leigh Court Leigh CourRegistered Park and Gardeaversan area of approximatel¥28haandd A a

(Figure bounded by the River Avon to the negast, fieldboundaries to the east and south, Pill Roe
11.1, Sheet tothesouthg Sa G ' yR FASER 02dzyRFNASa G2 (KS

3and4in  house abroad valley narrows as it runs from sewéisttonorthS I a4 ONR &aa
the PEI the house the valley bottopfParadise Bottom, is wooded and further east the ground rises

under the densely wooded Oak Wood. To the east, outside the area here registered, are
Report extensive Leigh Woods, owned by the National Trust, which run down the south bank of
Volume 3 Avon Gorge tehe River AvonLand to the north and west is fairly level with gentle
Bookof dzyRdzt  GA2y&a YR A& .Ay | INKOdz (GdzNIF f LINER
Figures. In additiordTo the north of the house is an open lawn studded with specimen trees and
bounded to the north, norteast, northwest, and vest by ac20 line of shrubs and trees, on
Fy SIENIe& /wmp FSYyOS fAyS:T 6KAOK LI NIObe o
southreast of the house is the entrance to a walk to Paradise Bottom which occupiesa s
sided ravine leading down towasdheRiver Avon to the northask.

(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdist/list-entry/1000407.

Ashton Ashton Court Registered Park and Garden covers an expansive area. According to Histc
Court 9 y 3t the/piark i& extensive and its design exploits the dramatic topography of the site
(Figure 11  afford the visitor a rich sequence of varied views. Braehieved by the placing of, and

1, sheet5 relationship between, plantations, grass, and tlees 6 K (i G LIY K K 6 6 6 DK A & U z
inthe PE|  The eastern section, including the Deer Park and Mansion Car Park, is considered most
relevant to this study. The Deer Park and Idiam Car Park slope towards Bristol, with view

Report

VoIFl)Jme 3 looking down towards the valley basin, with glimpsed views of the railway line through
Book of vegetation.

Figures

Scheduled Monuments

11.4.36 There are three Scheduled Monuments within 30®@f the DCO Schenf&able 1113).
Twoof them, the Roman settlement atbonae(now Sea Mills) and Clifton Down Camp, lie
on the eastern side of the River Avon, and one Stokeleigh Camp lies on the western side of
the gorge and above thortbury Freightibhe. Scheduled monuments are accordetligh
value.

Table 11-13: Scheduled monuments relevant to the DCO Scheme

Scheduled
Monument Description

Part of the Roman The Roman Settlement &tbonaeconsists of part of a Roman town and port, which i

Settlement at now buried and not visible above ground. The monument is situated on the edge ¢
Abonae, Sea Mills the settlement of Sea Mills, and the above ground situation nowadays includes
(Figure 11.1, allotments wit hedgerow boundary, part of the Severn Way public footpath trail ar

Sheet 3n the PEI part of the Bristol Temple Meads to Severn Beach Railway. The setting of the
Report Volume 3 monument includes Sea Mills and the River Trym to the east, and views across ar
Book of Figurés  down the Avon towards the galcent scarp.

11-21


https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1000407

CHAPTER 11 PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE PRELIMINARY
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REPORT, VOLUME 2

Table 11-13: Scheduled monuments relevant to the DCO Scheme

Scheduled

Monument Description
Clifton Down Clifton Down Camp, where Clifton Observatory is sited, is araigenhillfort which sits
Camp Clifton on the east crown of the Avon Gorge. It is set within the relatively open landscape
(Figure 11.1, Clifton Downs parkland and affords panoramic views across Bristol, view#aa Cli

Sheet 4 in the PEI Suspension Bridge, and views down and northwards along the wooded river corric
Report Volume 3 the gorge, from the north edge of the camp. Further inwards, the camp has a mor
Book of Figurés  enclosed feel with no views down into the gorge and Baatbury Freightine.

Stokekigh Camp: Stokeleigh Camp is a hillfort on the west side of the Avon Gorge. The clearing is
a promontory fort surrounded by the ancient woodland of Leigh Woods, with vieves and to the

in Legh Woods eastern slopes of the gorge and with views down to Feetbury Freipt Line limited
(Figure 11.1, by landform and vegetation.

Sheet 4 in the PEI

Report Volume 3

Book of Figurgs

Landscape Character - Regional Overview

11.4.37 This section considers the wider landscape character and context within tigich
Portishead Branch LineCO Schemsits, through consideration of relevant designations
andNational Character AreaéCA). In addition, there ar@umerouslandscape
designationswithin the wider study area, including Green Belt, which are crossed by the
DCOSchemeThe parklands of Leigh Coartd Ashton Courtra designated as Registered
Parks and GardenéRP&G) and are in close proximity to tHeortbury Freight LineThere
are no Areas of Outstanding Natural Beadk@QNE), which would be affected kthe DCO
Scheme

11.4.38 TheDCO Schemgasses through two NCAs (deiguresl1.1 Sheets 1 to i the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figureghese are:

1 Natural England NCA 106 Severn and Avon Vales (Portishead to Pill disused section of
railway line)

1 Natural EnglandNCA 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges (Portbury Freight Line)
NCA 106 Severn and Avon Vales

11.4.39 According to Natural England (20MMECA 106 Severn and Avon Vales encompasses the
lower valleys of the rivers Severn and Avon which domitidiis low lying open
agricultural vale landscapielndustrial development is a defining element of this idwer
area Evidence bformer industry isapparent in areas such &sll. The M5 and M4%which
connects the M5 tdhe Second Severn Crossing)torways bisect the lagscape.

11.4.40 The rivers of the Avon and Severn, and their associated floodplains contribute to the
character of the NCA. The Severn EstupgsckalProtection Area (designated for wintering
wildfowl) and Ramsar site providealuable habita(see Chapter 9 Eamy and
Biodiversity. Avonmouth and its surroundings are at risk of floodisgndicated by flood
risk zones 2 and 3 (see Figure lii.the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

11.4.41 In the south of the NCA, peat deposits in the Gordano Valleyeveettands and carr
Productive soils occur east of the Severn and within the Avon Valley. Fossil bearing river
terrace gravels flank the edges of watercourses.

11.4.42 Current trends within this NCA include:
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1 Increased management of woodlands through Woodland Grant Schemes
1 Traditional smaller holdings replaced with a few lasgale farms

1 Neglected field boundaries
1

Reasonably high development rate in rural areas, especially alongside major transport
corridors.

11.4.43 Forces for change within this NCA include:

11.4.44

11.4.45

11.4.46

11.4.47

11.4.48

11.4.49

1 Climate change resiittg in dried out, eroded and exhausted soils, increased flooding
of development and infrastructure and the loss of isolated habitats

1 Demands for renewable energy resulting in the introduction of onshore windfarms
and tidal energy creation which could impalee tidal reaches of the Severn Estuary

1 Continued industrial expansion to Avonmouth
9 Population growth resulting in increased pressure for food production
1 Partnership work seeking to improve biodiversity and habitats on a large scale

The landscape assated withthe DCO Schendisplays many of the characteristics and
features described in the Severn and Avon Vales NCA. This includes industrial development
andevidence of former industry aRill, the motorways and the low lying agricultural

landscape. Hoewver, the estuarine levels, wetlands, and cliffs are not a dominant feature in
the landscape traversed liie DCO Scheme

As part of the assessment proced® wvalue of this clracter area has been determined
The character area possesses some featuressnpiortance, such asemnants ofindustrial
heritageand wildfowl habitatwhich could not be replackif lost. Thereforethe character
area hasnediumvalue.

NCA 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges

According to Natural England (201AtNCA of BristoAvon Valleys and Ridges

"encompasses the City of Bristol with its historic port, and the surrounding area including

the Chew and Yeo valleys, Keynsham, Clevedon, Portishead and parts of the Cotswolds and
Mendip Hills AONB. The area is characterised lyraiting ridges and broad valleys, with

some steep, wooded slopes and open rolling farmlafde western part of this NCA

includes the Severn and Avon vales and the small stretch of coastline between Clevedon
and Portishead, which flanks timeouth of theSevern.

The NCA includes both urban and rural areas, with the City of Bristol and infrastructure
such as the M5 contributing to the considerable amount of urban development. The
surroundings are maintained as farmland, heritage parkland, grassland andamdod

The landform and geology of this character area is one of alternating ridges and broad
valleys, with a limestonscarpwhich spans from the Yeo Valley towards Thornbury,
forming a predominately wooded scarp. Above the scarp there is open arableafarml
with scattered farmsteadandlow hedgerows. The coastal stretch from Clevedon to
Portishead sees the ridge descend towards the Severn Estuary.

The Avon Gorge, crossed by the Clifton Suspension Bridge, cuts through the scarp, exposing
Carboniferous mestone and creating areas of scree, scrub and pockets of grassland of
considerable ecological value. The ancient woodland of the Avon Gorge SSSI and Leigh
Woods NNR lienainlyto the west of the Avon Gorge.
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11.4.50

11.4.51

11.4.52

11.4.53

11.4.54

11.4.55

11.4.56

From a historic perspective, this character anes a wealth of significant buildings and
landscapes, including the Clifton Suspension Bridge, the townscape of Gi&qarkland
of Ashton Court and thBoman port at Sea Mills.

This NCArovides substantial opportunities for recreation through parklands such as
Ashton Courtand The River Avon Trail, as well as a large number of other trails and cycle
routes.

Current trends within this NCA include:
Improvement to boundary features (ditchkghedgerows and stone walls)
Increased management of woodlands through Woodland Grant Schemes

Increased management and planting of orchards

1
1
1
1 Countryside Stewardship uptake for semaitural features e.g. grassland
9 Traditional smaller holdings replaced witew largescale farms

1

Increasing urbanisation and development, particularly to motorway corridors
damaging historic character

Forces for change within this character area include:
1 Climate change resulting in increased flooding

1 Climate change resulting oshanges to woodland composition, loss of veteran trees
and ancient woodland

1 Population growth resulting in increased urbanisation and pressure for food
production

1 Green infrastructure strategies leading to improved landscape quality

The landscape alontyé Portbury Freight Lindisplays many of the characteristics and
features described in the Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges NCA. These include the steep,
wooded slopes of the gorge and rolling farmland, although this is mainly pastoral. The
historicClifton Suspension Bridge and Ashton Court are particularly relevant.

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has been determined
The character area possesses designated sites and distinctive, special areas,Gliftbnas
Sugpension Bridge, the townscape of Cliftahe Avon Gorgéandscape anthe port at Sea
Mills, which are rareand could not be replackif lost. Thereforethe character area has

high value.

Local Authority Character Areas

ThePortishead Branch Line DC&uepasses through two landscape character areas
defined byNSDENorth Somerset Landscape Character Assessment 2005), as ghown
Figurell.1 Sheets 1 to # the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figufésse are listed and
summarised below:

North Somerset.ocal Character Area A2 Clapton Moor

North Somerset Local Character Area C2 Portbury Settled Coastal Edge
North Somerset Local Character Area J6 Avon Rolling Valley Farmland
North Somerset Local Character Area E5 Tickenham Ridge

North Somerset Local ChatecArea D1 Avon Gorge

North Somerset Local Character Area G2 Failand Settled Limestone Plateau

= =4 =4 =4 -4 =9
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11.4.57

11.4.58

11.4.59

11.4.60

11.4.61

11.4.62

11.4.63

11.4.64

11.4.65

A2 Clapton Moor

According taNSDG2005), Clapton Moor is characterised by the distinct geography of the
Gordano Valley and enclosed by limestone ridges to the north and south. The area has a
number of important geological features, for example the Westeordano SSSI, which
lies to the southwest of Weston Big Wood. This area has a rural, pastoral character, with
other landscape types including woodland, marshy grassland fens, reed beds, scrub and
occasional arable fields, creating a varied landsc&oedano Valley National Nature
Reserve isound in the western part of the character arbatween Portishead and

Clevedon

This rural feel is somewhat diluted by views along the valley towards The Royal Portbury
Dock, as well as views the M5 and edge of Portishead.

Field boundaries are definda irregular hedgerows, ditches and belts of trees. However,
these are increasingly being replaced by fencing.

NSDQas described the following as forces for change:

9 Increasing use of fencing to field boundaries and decline in condition of hedgerows
9 Increasing ribbon development and infill

1 Change in land use of fringe to horse pasture

1 New development around Portishead.

According to the character area assessment, this character aregoed condition with
well managed farmland. However, hedges are lmeicg replaced with fences and the
edges are becoming less unified as a result in changing activities.

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has been determined.
The character area possesses some features of importance, svemaants of industrial
heritage, important geology ansites ofconservationinterest, which could not be replaced

if lost. Therefore, its concluded that the character area hamdiumvalue.

C2 Portbury Settled Coastal Edge

According tdNSD{2005)the Portbury Settled Coastal Edge is characterised by flat, low
lying land giving rise to wide views. Its character is predominately industrial and maritime.
The Royal Portbury Docks, with huge industrial buildings, expanses eftaaring,

numerous cranesral tall metal fencesare prominent. Associated unsympathetic amenity
landscape provides limited visual amenity. Large container ships and wide views over the
Bristol Channel contribute to the maritime character.

Remnant grazing marshland and Court Howmen-with its traditional building style,

influence the character to the east. There are some areas of nature conservation interest
however these are not easily accessible. The presence of the elevated M5 and junction 19
and the Portbury Freight Line pasginearby, reduce the sense of tranidjty and

remoteness. Along the coast, marshy grassland and remnant woodland provide
biodiversity value.

NSD@as described the following as forces for change:
1 Poor hedgerow management resulting in declining condition

1 Increasing largscale industrial development, resulting in the loss of pastoral
farmland

1 Lower Palaeolithic artefacts that may be present in gravel deposits may be damaged
as a result of future development
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11.4.66

11.4.67

11.4.68

11.4.69

11.4.70

11.4.71

11.4.72

11.4.73

11.4.74

11.4.75

The landscape associated with tB€O Scheme the section between Portishead and Pill
displays some of the characteristics and features describéd3iyGn their character
assessment summarised above. For exanthkeDCO Schensts within a rural, pastoral
character, which is diluted in places bfieres such as the edge of Portishead. However,
the Royal Portbury Dock with its industrial maritime character and the wide views typical of
this character area, are not key featurestioé DCO Scheme

According to the character area assessment, this character aredeslining condition
with hedgerowsn neglect Shelter belt@and marshy grassland are reasonably well
maintained, as are the industrial elements

As part of the assessment process, tiadue of this character area has been determined.
The character area possesses very features of importance, witla low sense of
tranquillity and elements such as industrial buildings, which could be replaced if lost
Therefore, itisconcluded that thecharacter area ha®w value.

J6 Avon Rolling Valley Farmland

Avon Rolling Valleyarmland'is a transitional area, with gentle slopes falling away
Y2NIKglF NRXFG GKS dlyla 2F GKS wiA@SNI | g2y

The overall character of the area lacks cohesion, with no defining elements across the site
as a whole. lis split into two halves by the A369 and associated ribbon development.
South of the A369, large fields are enclosed by low, broken up hedgexodiences.

North of the A369, the landscagies more complex with numerous landscape elements

To the westthe registered park and garden of Leigh Coarainly comprising pasture,
creates the setting fothe mainGrade II* listed building. Watercourses, isfbisect the
area, are well wooded. Specimen trees in the parkland and belts of woodland create a
"deceptively wooded feel."

There is also an urban aspect to this area. The large settlement of Pill, developed around
remnants of historic parkland, is aminant feature of the landscape.

NSDGlescribe the following forces for change:

9 Development along transport corridors

1 Infilling of historic settlements and new ribbon development

1 Increased largscale farming detrimental to historic landscape and grassland
1

Damage to archaeological remains such as earthworks due to development and
modern farming techniques, which would have the potential to affect landscape
character

According tdNSDCthis character area is declining conditionwith poor management to
urban fringe elements and intensive farmiregulting in runofiNSDC2005)

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has been determined.
The character area possesses features of importanceTherefoe, itisconcluded that
the character area hdsw value.
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11.4.76

11.4.77

11.4.78

11.4.79

11.4.80

11.4.81

11.4.82

E5 Tickenham Ridge

Tickenham Ridge Character Area is characterised by elevated ridges and intimate wooded
steep slopes, with wide views across open lowlands. Large areas of ancierddmoad
woodland, parkland and pastoral farmland create a rural character and sense of
remoteness. The topography creates concealed coombes with winding roads. There are a
number of small working limestone quarries. A strong sense of heritage exists in the area,
dueto features such athe parkland of Ashton Court and its mature polsrthe area has

a strong rural character, however in places this is diluted by ribbon development and
suburban settlements.

Forces for change are:

1 Poor management of landscape elemesuch as stone walls
9 Increasing signage, visual clutter, masts and traffic noise

1 Increasing lighting, kerbs and road markings to rural roads
1

Leisure causingtear and teat to landscape, including important geological and
ecological sites

Expansion of ddges such as Tickenham

Increasing abundance of rural/urban fringe activities including recreation, horse
paddocks, tip sites and quarrying, and

1 Damage to archaeological remains due to modern farming techniques.

According to the character area assessmémi character area is igood conditionwith
well-maintained estates, farmland and woodland. However, features such as stone walls
are showing signs of negle®i$DC2005).

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has beamidet.

The character area has a strong heritage feel and possesses some features of importance,
such as historic parkland and large areas of breasged woodland, which could not be
replaced if lost. Therefore, i$ concluded that the character area $imedium value.

D1 Avon Gorge

The Avon Gorge character area is of geologic interest due to its exposed limestone faces.
This area is also ecologically important, with varied habitat types such as coppiced and
ancient woodland, wood pasture, calcareous gtasd, scrubland and rare species such as
Whitebeam.Woodland clinging to the slopes creates an intimate, enclosedVéslvs to

the listed Clifton Suspension Bridge contribute to the character. There is a sense of
movement with thetraffic on the PortwayA4 road.

Forces for change are:
9 Limited maintenance of coppiced woodland and wood pasture

1 Leisure causingtfear and teaf to landscape, including important geological,
historical and ecological sites

Increasing signage, visual clutter and traffic noise

Development to urban fringe in adjacent landscape types impacting the rural
character.

According to the character area assessment, this character aregesthconditionwith
continued woodland management. However, this area is well used for recreagisuting
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11.4.83

11.4.84

11.4.85

11.4.86

11.4.87

11.4.88

11.4.89

in erosionof paths The changing tide results in the builg of rubbish to the banks of the
Avon NSDC2005).

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has been determined.
The character area possesses designatext sind distinctive, special areas, such as Clifton
Suspension Bridge, exposed limestone faces and ancient woodland, which are rare, and
could not be replaced if lost. It also has a tranquil feel. Therefoig¢cdncluded that the
character area halighvalue.

G2 Failand Settled Limestone Plateau

Failand Settled Limestone Plateau is a flat, upland area characterised by leisure and
recreational uses. There are numerous large leisure facilities which dominate the landscape
such agyolf coursesandplaying felds. Unsympathetic brick buildings, goal posts and

fencing associated with the playing fields lack visual amenity. Woodland plantations and
parkland to historic estates, along with the ancient woodland at Leigh Woods create a rural
feel in places. Settiaent is limited to occasional farmsteads and properties at Failand.

There are also linear roads witltcasional shelter belts, as well as both working and
discussed quarries

NSDGlescribe the following as forces for change:

1 Management of sports pitchempacting woodland through fertilizer ruoff and
removal of woodland edge

Modern farming methods damaging landscape quality

Limited maintenance of coppiced woodland, mixed woodland, hedgerows and
drystone walls

1 Increasing demand for recreational land uses
1 Increasing signage, visual clutter and traffic noise, and
9 Loss of mining remains.

The landscape associated with the Portbury Freight Line contains many of the
characteristics and features described by North Somerset in their Character Assessment.
These inlude the gentle slopes and settlement of Pill described in J6, Ashton Court and
parkland described in E5, the intimate, wooded slopes and Clifton Suspension Bridge
described D1 and Leigh Woods described in G2. Of less relevance are the large fields
enclosal by low, broken up hedgerows and fences desctinel6 and the golf courses and
playing fields described in G2.

According to the character area assessment, this character aredéslining condition
with gappy hedgerows and poorly maintained dry stamalls. Numerous sports pitches
and areas of amenity grassland are reliant on the use of fertilié®DC2005).

As part of the assessment process, the value of this character area has been determined.
The character area possesses very few featuresmpbitance, with commercial units and
amenity landscape common elements, which could be replaced if lost. Therefore, it is
concluded that the character area hiasv value.

B1 Land Yeand Kenn River Floodplain

The Land Yeo, Kenn River and River Avon Flaiodpla narrow, generally unsettled,

lowland area of flat land based on Alluvium, River Terrace Deposits and Head, with Mercia
Mudstone below. This lowland valley landscape varies between open and enclosed
character, however, south east of Long Ashtom, $lense of a valley landscape is less
distinguishable.
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11.4.90

11.4.91

11.4.92

11.4.93

11.4.94

11.4.95

11.4.96

11.4.97

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

The character area is generally tranquil and pastoral, although at Long Ashton this rural
feel is diluted as a consequence the proximity to Bristol City, resulting in views to urban
areas, with fragmetation of the landscape and infrastructure features such as road and
rail more common here. The A370 is an intrusive feature, which reduces the sense of
tranquillity in this section, through noise, movement and lighting.

The character area is frequented by areas of grazed open grassland. There are a number of
small water bodies such as ponds and reservoirs, as well as small rivers and their
ONROGdzi I NAS&asx &adzOK |a GKS 'akKiazy . Nl | yR
Avon. Fields are generally large in size. There are also a number of small woodlands,
vegetated river banks and hedgerow trees creating a leafy character, although hedgerows
are mainly low and fragmented. To the east there is an area of post mediasfalsure of

open heath.

NSDC has described the following as forces for change:

Mechanical management of hedges.

Few young hedgerow trees to replace existing stock.

Pressure for new land uses such as fish farming and horse paddocks.
Proliferation of tall sructures such as lighting and signage.

Visual impact of the edge of Bristol and the Long Ashton.

Cumulative impact of changeffecting the rural, peaceful ambience of the area.

=A =4 =4 =8 =8 =9

The landscape associated with the scheme displays some of the characterigtits

character area. For example, the east section of the character area is influenced by Bristol
City, and the busy A370 which is typical of the scheme landscape. However, these features
are of detriment to the wider rural character and of lower gtyathan elsewhere within

the character area.

According to the character area assessment, this character area is in declining condition.
The area has well maintained pastoral farmland and generally intact hedgerows, woodland
and wetland. There are, howevesigns of decline such as fragmented hedges, limited
young hedgerow trees and areas of less well maintained pasture to the far east.

The character area has many landscape features characteristic of the River Floodplain
Landscape Type, such as flat landfarith views to wooded ridges and a peaceful, rural
ambience. However, the east of the area is highly influenced by the urban edge of Bristol
and the presence of the A370. Therefore, it is concluded that the overall character is
considered to benedium value.

J5 Land Yeo and Kenn Rolling Valley Farmland

The character of the Land Yeo and Kenn Rolling Valley is one of gentle undulations based
on Mercia Mudstone with Head and Alluvium. It is a pastoral landscape within the setting

of a wide valley with woodeddges. The hedgerow network, which includes hedgerow

trees of oak, is in a good condition. The character area is characterised by historic parkland,
numerous large settlements, such as Long Ashton, Backwell and Claverham with historic
centres and infill dvelopment, as well as scattered farmsteads, which are often screened

by coniferous planting of Yew. In addition, the character area includes winding rural roads
and major roads and rail which run along the edge of the valley floor, including the

intrusive A370 to the south west.

There are frequent areas of grazing within the character area, horse paddocks and small,
poorly maintained farm orchards, as well as medium and small scale irregular fields. There
is a rural, tranquil feel at the southern end. Tetorth, there are views towards grand
parkland and houses, such as Ashton Court.
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11.4.98 Forces for Change

1 Some small farm orchards in poor condition and no longer maintained.

9 Pressure for diversification of land uses (e.g. horse paddocks, recreational uses).

9 Ubiquitous development along roads such as the A370 and as infill development.

1 Unsympathetic urban edges within adjacent landscapes.

1 Small scale incremental changes impacting on the peaceful secluded character.

9 Agricultural practices and changes in land oy affect archaeological remains.

11.4.99 According to the character area assessment, the condition of this area is considered to be
good, due to areas of intact pasture, thick hedgerows, hedgerow trees and winding rural
roads. Farm orchards are in decline.

11.4.100 The land Yeo and Kenn Rolling Valley displayedium value due to modern
developments on edges of villages and ribbon development along major roads, which
undermines the rural character.

NA&G2t /AGe& / 2dzy OAf QGhardc®nAdedsl t | NBF /2y (SE

11.4.101 This section of the route also sits within Bristol City Council's @eflteaContext Study
Character Area of Cumberland Basin, the focus of which i4dielying land at the
western end of Floating Harbour".

11.4.102 According to Bristol City Council (City Dagbroup 2013)the character area is a major
gateway into Bristol's Central Area, characterised by a hard industrial dockside
landscap& fterlaced by the concrete mulével road junction that carries vehicles across
the Avon and Floating Harbour. Tlaede brickbonded warehouses are landmarks that
identify the area from the south west. The surviving railway and maritime infrastructure
provides a unigue industrial heritag®espite the dominance of road and rail
infrastructure, the area suffers from poand convoluted connections. The Ashton Avenue
Bridge is an important route for cycles and pedestrians from south Bristol, though this route
is undermined by physical deterioratfo This bridge is currently being refurbished as part
of the Ashton Valéo Temple Meads MetroBus project.

11.4.103 Another relevant character area identified in tRentral Area&Context Study is Hotwells,
which sits in close proximity the DCO Schemélowever, this character area is not
considered in depth by BCC as it does nutetsect with the major areas of change as
identified by the Bristol Central Area Plan

Site Specific Character Areas

11.4.104 Site specific landscape character areasstn@wvn onFigurell.2in the PEI Report Volume
3 Book of FiguresThesesmaller scale character arehave been derivetdy this studyto
allow consideration of the potential landscape character effects at the smaller cictile
site and its immediate surroundings. order to asseslandscapecharacter on a smaller
scale, tle site-specificcharacter areas have been confined to the B@0adius from the
proposed schemgalthough in reality, boundaries are morariable

Commercial Portishead

11.4.105 This area of Portishead has a predominately flat, low lying landform. Hrhaban
character, with its mix of unsympathetic, commercial units and modern apartments
generally three to four storeys higtand associated areas of car parking and managed
amenity landscaping of trees and shrubs. Contrasting with this, there are also &reas o
undeveloped landvith unmanaged grasslarahd scrub. The units have a large footprint
and are quite spread out from one another, creating a disjointed feel, with little
connectivity between individual units.
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11.4.106 Views are variable, withoth open views acrss the car parks and areas of grassland and
scrublandas well as viewsonstrained by industrial units in places.

11.4.107 The character area possesses very few features of importancecwitimercial units and
amenity landscape common elementghich could be relpced if lost. Therefore, it
concluded that the character area hiasv value.

Residential Portishead

11.4.108 Thissectionof Portishead has a predominately flat, low lying landform. The area is one of
residential estates, with occasional amenity landscape festguch as The Vaknd
Trinity £hool playing fields. The residential properties are modern and of brick
construction.The disusedailwayhas an overgrown, derelict character.

11.4.109 Views are generally enclosed due to tightly packed properties, naarahshortstreets
and small front gardens. Occasional areas of amenity landscape, such as Terk/ale
offer more open views.

11.4.110 The character area possesses very few features of importance, with residential estates and
commonamenity landscape elements. Tiafore, itis concluded that the character area
haslow value.

Sheepway

11.4.111 This area is predominately rural and is characterised by small, regular fields bounded by a
mix of fences and hedgerows with occasional mature treeag vews across the flat,
pastorl landscape lookouthtowards distant, gently rolling hills, which enclose the area.

11.4.112 Dense, shrubby vegetation follows the line of the disused railway, which cagemenost
easilyfrom the Sheepwafridge To the west, the edge of Portishead is visiblghtly
diluting the rural feel. To the south, the Portbury Hundred and M5 are generally screened
by vegetation, however, they are clearly visible to the east of the character area.

11.4.113 Settlement is generally limited to small, traditional stone farmsteauas rendered
residential properties, which tend to cluster around the Sheepway road. Farming appears
to be on a small scale. There are a number of listed buildings in the area.

11.4.114 Footpaths and Sustramycle @ths provide a recreational aspect to this chaea area.
11.4.115 There are patches of woodland the north and south othe DCO Scheneentreline.

11.4.116 The character area possesses some features of importance, sutta trees, and
small, traditional farmsteadsvhich could not be replaced if lost. Therefoitds concluded
that the character area hamedium value.

RoyalPortbury Dock

11.4.117 TheRoyalPortburyDockhas a predominantly industrial character, with industrial units and
the expansive c@o storageareas as dominant elements. The units are generally large
developments, which enclose the view. Thegmestorageareasoffer wider views,
however, there is still a strong sense of enclosure due to rhesindaryfencing. The
landform is generally flat.

11.4.118 Amenity landscap@ssociated with the developmenembankmers, as well as poorly
managed grassland and woodland/shrub belt contribute to the character, often screening
views and furthering the sense of enclosure. The disused railway line is overgrown and
derelict.

11.4.119 To the east of this character area, the visualtyuisive and elevated M5 stretches above
the cycle path.
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11.4.120 Footpaths, Sustrans cycle paths and a small section of bridleway provide a recreational
aspect to this character area.

11.4.121 The high level mast lighting of the garstorage areas and that of the motorwaynction
area a dominant local landscape feature often visible above the existing hedgerows and
other vegetation

11.4.122 There are patches of woodlanthainlyclustered around Junction 19 of the MEo the
east, the character area includes a section of the Bekstuary 8C, SPA @sarand
SSSIThe grade Il listed Court House Farmhouse builtegjo the south ofthe DCO
Schemeoff Marsh Lane

11.4.123 An extension to the cgo storage area at Marsh Lane has been consented which will
extend the storage area closer to the M5 and be characterised by further lighting, a new
access bridge over the railway and hard surfacing.

11.4.124 The character area possesses very few features of impcetaNith the exception of the
designated Severn Estuapgmmercial units andommonamenity landscape elements
dominate which could be replaced if lost. Thereforesitoncluded that the character
area hadow value.

Pill

11.4.125 Pill is a village with a compt enclosed characteat its centre resulting from small,
traditional properties steeplyundulating landform and narrow roadsd alleywaysThe
properties tend to be brick and render. They often have small front gardens or are built
directly onto the sreet. There are also a number of stone retaining walls, which contribute
to the intimate feel.

11.4.126 The landform isocallycomplex, with properties built into the slope. Views are generally
constrained, although there are wider ranging views from propertig bn higher
ground. To the westrn edgeof this character area, there are views to the dominant,
elevaed M5, and from the open space to the east similar long views to the M5 and south
over the residential area of the village to the wider landscape.

11.4.127 Therailway line cuts through the village centre in cutting at the location of the station, on
viaduct over the small scale valley, and on the side of the slope before entering Pill Tunnel.
The redbrick viaduct is a dominant feature of this character arelict contributes to the
sense of historyalong with the small harbour

11.4.128 BelowPillviaduct is the village green, with its grass, perennial planting beds and mature
trees.The viaduct is a dominant feature looking back up towards the vileigewhere,
vegetation is limited to front gardens and woodland and scrub alongside the railway line.

11.4.129 Footpathsand National Route 41 of the Nation@lycleNetworkprovide a recreational
aspect to this character areadbove Pill Tunnel is a relative largpen spacéaid out to
areas of amenity grass with trees and hedges and containing some formal features and
sculpture. There are extensive views from this open landscape.

11.4.130 There are patches of woodland alongside the River Avon and Markham, Broick flows
under Pil Viaduct Common Land and Town or Village Greens occur at The Landun, Pump
Square, Victoria Padnd Waterloo Wharf and Priors Fiel@he River Avon (parf)osSNCI
ocaursto the north east of Pillproviding ecological value. The grade Il listed Whinlise
Retaining Walls to the River and Garagel Mulberry Cottage/Mulberry Housae found
to the northadjacent to the River Avon

11.4.131 The character area possesses some features of importance, susétastoric redbrick
viaduct and village green, which cduiot be replaced if lost. Therefore,gtconcluded
that the character area hawediumvalue.
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Ham Green

11.4.132 Ham Green has an intimate, well maintained, pastoral character. Hedgerows, occasional
mature trees and woodland bound rural lanes and fields. Howekiese are fragmented
and have been replaced with fencing in places.

11.4.133 The landform is one of gentle slopes which constrain views. Views are further constrained
by vegetation and winding roads, although there are occasional views across open fields as
a resut of fragmentationof hedgerows

11.4.134 Settlement is limited to occasional, scattered properties and farmsteads, often with long,
private driveways. Features such as the private fishing lake and allotments provide a
recreational aspectas do local footpaths anthe Avon TraiBustrans cycle route

11.4.135 To the edge of this character area, views to Sea Mills to the east and Pill and the elevated
M5 to the west, dilute the rural character.

11.4.136 A patch of woodland is found alongside Ham Lakes. Common Land occurs atritla¢ Poi
Chapel PillThe character area also includes Ham Green SSSI, which is a geological
designationAlso found in the character area is Ham Green Hospital, an unregistered park
and garden (as designateditorth Somerset Adopted Local Plan aaorth Sons N& S G Q &
emerging proposals map), which includes a number of listed buildings.

11.4.137 The character area possesses some features of importance, suchrastime trees and
designated features such as Ham Green Hospitiaich could not be replaced if lost.
Therefore, itisconcluded that the character area haediumvalue.

Sea Mills

11.4.138 North of Leigh Woods and the Avon Goolparacter areaghe landscape begins to open
out giving way to views across open flood meadow. Nonetheless, views are still
constrained to within theverallvalley.

11.4.139 This area has contrasting elements agemirural feel, with rough flood meadow and
cultivated fieldsand the settlement of Sea Mills contributing to the character.

11.4.140 Fences and low hedges provide field boundaries. There are also occasional mature trees, as
well as blocks of woodland, creating a sense of a fragmented landscape.

11.4.141 Looking from the Avon Traibrtheast, there are views to the settlement of Sea Mills and
its church, fencingssociated with the railway linas well ashe railwaybridge and the A4
road.

11.4.142 The RiverAvon Traiand National Route 41 of the Natior@ycleNetwork provide a
recreationd aspect to this character area.

11.4.143 The character arekes partially within green belt. A small patch of woodland identified in
the National Forest Inventory is found alongside Bratbury FeightLine. The character
area also includes the Avon Gorge SIS&Sigh CourRP&G the scheduled monument Part
of the Roman Settlement &fbonaeand the Grade Il listed Harbour Walls of Sea Mills
Docks. The settlement of Sea Mills is designated as a Conservation Area by Bristol City
Council.

11.4.144 The character area possessksignated sites and distinctive, special areas, which are rare,
and could not be replaced if lost. Thereforesitoncluded that the character area has
highvalue.

Avon Gorge

11.4.145 This area is characterised by the rugged Avon Gorge, with its exposed ceskRatches
of scrub and woodland cling to the exposed rock on the east bank. To the west bank, the
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densely wooded Leigh Woods create an intimate feel. Views are narrow and channelled
down the gorge, with the cliff constraining views outwards.

11.4.146 Buildings ad settlement are limited to the edges of this character area. To the south,
where the slope of the gorge begins to slacken, Clifton, with its Georgian terraces, steps up
the landformin terracesand overlooks the River Avon. To the north, thé 28ntury
residential properties of Sneyd Park are built on the flat top of the gorge and surrounded
by woodland.

11.4.147 The Avon Gorges an historic transport corridor with shipping using the river from
Avonmouth up to docks in the centre of Bristol. The movement atd constrained by
the tide to some extent and there is now little traffic on the rivehe A4 runs parallel to
the River Avon on the east bankhe movement of large numbers of vehicles is dominant
in the view.

11.4.148 On the west bak the railway line isvell screened by the existing vegetation with glimpsed
views to the various tunnels, retaining walls and other structures and the occasional
passing freight train.

11.4.149 The River Avon Trail afdhtional Route 41 of the Nation@lycleNetworkrunsalongside
the gorge, with theRiver Avon to theast, and thePortbury feight line and Leigh Woods
to the west providing a recreationalspect within the character area

11.4.150 The historically important Grade | listed Clifton Suspension Badigsedhe Gorge and is
a daminant feature. The gorge is overlooked from both the bridge, which provides long
views, and the edge of Clifton Downs, which provides panoramic views.

11.4.151 Whilst the nature of the gorge creates anclosedeel, the residential propertiegisible
on the edgeof the gorge well used cycle route and noisy A4 road dilute the sense of
remoteness.

11.4.152 The character arebes partially withingreen belt.LeighWoods, identifed in the National
Forest Inventoryoccursalongside theéPortburyfreight ling andpart of itis designated as a
NationalNature RS & S NIJ S . Thé AvonvGérge (including Leigh WolNdR is
designated as a SSSI and a FAE settlementof Sheyd Parland Clifton& Hotwellsare
designated agonservation Aresby Bristol City Counclleigh Wood is designated as a
Conservation Area by North Somerset Cou@tifton Down Camp and Stokeleigh Camp
are Scheduled Monumentkisted buildingé the areaincludeCooks Folly House at Sneyd
Park, Clifton Suspension Bridge, Clifton Observatory, Buratdllsigh Woods, as well as a
considerable number within the townscape of Clifton & Hotwells, such as The Colonnade,
The Paragon and Freeland Court.

11.4.153 The character area possesses designated sites and distinctive, special areas, such as Clifton
SuspensiomBridge, the settlements of Clifton and Snyed Park, exposed limestone faces and
ancient woodland, which are rare, and could not be replaced if lost. Therefase, it
concluded that the character area hlagh value.
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Ashton Gate

11.4.154 At Ashton Gate, the landform is generally flatth the parkland of Aston Court slo
upwards to the gorge to the norttwith viewssouthacross the landscape and railway line.
More generally, views are constrained by vegetation, fences and buildings.

11.4.155 The landscape here appears sprawling, disjointed and piecemeal, with a complex network
of roads diwling the area. Occasional large buildings, such as the residential flatkeand
ex-Police Dog Kenne{paddocks)as well as the railway line, allotmentsdathe parkland
of Ashton Court are all contrasting features creating a complex urban character. Areas of
fencing associated with the railway lirsaddocksand roads create visual clutter. The A
Bond and B Bond buildings contribute to the sense of indaldteritage in the area and
are dominant features.

11.4.156 An important feature is the Cumberland Basin where the docks with their high quay walls
and lock gates meet with the New Cut. Some of the small scale dock features are
dominated by the road network witthe Brunel Wayelevatedon a viaduct as it crosses
Cumberland Basinlt is a visually intrusive feature of the landscape

11.4.157 The parklandype landscapearound Brunel Way, designed by Dame Sylvia Crizwegl
maintained, and generally consists of open glasd interspersed with mature belts of
woodland. Scrubby vegetation is associated with the railway line.

11.4.158 Footpaths and th&iverAvon Trail provide a recreational aspect to this character area.

11.4.159 The character arebes partially within green belfThere ae patches of woodland identified

in the National Forest Inventory within the grounds of Ashton Cédshton Court is a

Registered Park and Garden and Country FRasdection of Ashton Court is dgsated as a

SSSI and@NCIBower Ashton and City Doclie designatedas Conservation Areas by

Bristol City Council. Listed buildings in the area incthdeA Bond and B Bond

2 NBK2dzaSasx . NdHzyStQa 9yiaNlyoOS [201a FYyR . 268
11.4.160 The character area possesses some features of importance, such as the parkland of Ashton

Court, A Bond and B Bond buildings and allotments with local value, which could not be

replaced if lost. Also, two sections of the site aiéhin conservation aread.herefore, itis

concluded that the character area hagdium value.

Ashton Vale

11.4.161 This area has a strong urb#imge feel. The railway line, wide distributor roads such as
Winterstoke Roagdlarge scale buildingsith predominately commercial and office useas
well as associated metal security fences, lighting and car parks all contribute to the
character.

11.4.162 Vegetation is limited t@reas ofamenity landscape with few trees, as well as the scrubby
landscape associated with the railway line.

11.4.163 The landform isdirly flat, however views are generally constrained due to large, dominant
buildings.

11.4.164 The character area possesses very few features of importance, with commercial units and
amenity landscape common elements, which could be replaced if lost. Therefigre, it
concluded that the character area hiasv value.
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Visual Amenity

11.4.165 The visual amenity assessment is presentefdim parts. This sectiordescribeghe views
in generalffrom the landscape arounthe disused line and the Portbury Freight Line.

11.4.166 Appendix 11.1n the PEI Report Volume 4 Appendiosss photographs tdlustrate views
from a number of locations looking towards the disused line and the Portbury Freight Line
Thelocations from where the photographgere taken are shown on Figure 11SBeets 1
to 5in the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

11.4.167 Appendix11.2in the PEI Report Volume 4 Appendie¢sousesphotographso illustrate
views from a number of locations looking towards the disused line and the Portbury
Freight Line from the supunding landscapwith the photographs preseitg summer and
winter views from the same locationThesellustrate how the landscape character
changes seasonally, and what effects this has on the visibility @@ &heme. The
potential changes in weare described brieflyThe locations from where the photographs
are taken are shown on Figure 11.3 Sheets litotbe PEI Report Volume 3 Book of
Figures

11.4.168 Appendix11.3in the PEI Report Volume 4 Appenditists the potential visual receptors
where t is considered there may be a significant change in viewpaoddes an
assessment in the potential change in vidinsshould be read alongside the approximate
visual envelope, Figure 11.3 Sheets 1 io the PEI Report Volume 3 Book of Figures

Viewsin general

11.4.169 Views from within the residential area of the east side of Portisheadjanerally
constrained by the buildingsnd the short road lengths. They becomere open around
Harbour Roadnd Phoenix Way where the roads are wider and straighter

11.4.170 Theopenrural landscape to the east of Portisheald from Sheepwagllows open views
in most directions Views are constrained in the middle distance with the trees alongside
The Portbury Hundred and the M3 here are long distance panoramic views over Clapton
Moor to the south westand to the higher groundf Tickenham Ridgm® the south
andwest.

11.4.171 Views north from Sheepway tend to be constrained by the localised rise in landform and
the woodland to the wetern edge of the cgio storage areasf the docks.

11.4.172 There are extensive views northwards from Caswell Lane, just to the north of the M5, over
the Sheepway area with the Portbury Hundred and the disused/igilele as lines
of vegetation.

11.4.173 The area arounduiction 19 of the M5s complex and mixedexisting woodland by thgl5
motorway junctionand alongside the railway line limit views obtit with some limited
views from the elevation junction roundabouthd large scale industrial buildings to the
north of the disused railwayine provide further screening In contrast the large areas of
cargo storage associated witRoyalPortbury Doclallow open viewsand in particulaiof
the higher ground to the south.

11.4.174 There are longer viewsom the disused line easif the M5 north across the River Avon

11.4.175 Thecomplex landform andrban character of Pill withs elevated viaduct and cuttings
and the locally complex landform at Ham Greehere the line passes into tunneesult
in complex views in and out from theikgay line. The M5 bridge over the River Avon is
the dominant feature in many of the views from elevated areas. In contrast views from
within Pill and from around the docks are constrained by the adjacent landform with
channelled views north over the RivAvon to Shirehampton.
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11.4.176 East of Ham Green there are more open views from within the rural landscape north to the
residential development ahirehamptorand Sea MillThe cliffs at Horseshoe Point
enclose the views to the north.

11.4.177 Views become constrainedaag the line of the Avon Gorge with views to the surrounding
areas at the higher levels limited by the edge of the gorge itself. Views down into the
gorge are possible only from its edge, for example from the viewiegan the Circular
Road on The Doven Views from Leigh Woods are constrained by the wooded slopes.
Ashton Court and Hotwells/Clifton mark the southern entrance to the Avon Gorge.

11.4.178 There are longer views out to the higher ground of the Ashton Court Estate to the west and
the housing in Clitin on the higher ground above Hotwells to the north east.

11.4.179 More open views are possible to the south of the Cala Trading Estate, but again views out
are constrained by larger buildings, and highway structures at the WinterstokedRdad
Brunel Way junctions

11.4.180 The dense urban nature at Ashton Vale with its larger scale retail and commercial buildings
limit views to the line from the surroundings. Glimpsed views are possible between
buildings down roads and across car parking areas.

11.4.181 There are large numbers pbtential visual receptors due to the urban nature of parts of
the study area. There is a mix of residential and commdeial usesat Portishead,
commercial through th&koyalPortburyDocks, residential at Pill and Ham Green,
woodland,road and leisure through thAvongorge, longer distance residential from the
edge of Clifton and Hotwells, commercial and roads at Winterstoke Road and a mix of
residential and commercial at Ashton Vale and Parson Street.

11.5 Measures Adopted as Part of the DCO Scheme

11.5.1 A number of measures have been included as part of the project design in order to
minimise certain environmental effects. These include:

9 careful designing of the project to ensure key receptors are avoided where possible;

9 construction adopting bst practice techniques, which will be set out in the Code of
Construction Practice (4CP") this document is still being finalised and will be
submitted with the DCO application;

9 compliance with regulatory and legislative regimes as required by law.

11.5.2  The ES will fully set out in detail those embedded mitigation measures within each of the
topic chapters, including the Landscape and Visual Impacts Assessment Chapter.

11.6 Assessment of Landscape Effects
Construction Phase

11.6.1 This section assesses the potential effects on landscape character during construction for
the each of the various scales of landscape character.

NCA 106 Severn and Avon Vales

11.6.2 The most noticeable change during construction will be the removal of vegetatio
alongside the disuselthe, in particular the larger trees. In addition the construction
compound off Portbury Hundred will be a feature during the whole of the construction
periodof 18 monthswith itsaccommaodation, plant and materials. Other actestwill
vary, for example the excavation period will see the movement of lorries alongside the
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11.6.3

11.6.4

11.6.5

11.6.6

11.6.7

11.6.8

11.6.9

11.6.10

11.6.11

11.6.12

11.6.13

11.6.14

track and haul roads, whereasachinerylaying the new track will move more slowly in the
landscape.

In the context of the NCA, the construction activity wéldeen in the overall context of the
M5 motorway and the large scale docks to the north. The activity will form a relatively
small part of the view ithe overall landscape.

The NCA hasraediumvalue, the magnitude of impagtould beminor adverse with a
significance oslight adverse

NCA 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges

This NCA covers the area from the M5 along the River Avon and into the Avon Gorge.
Construction activitywould be mostly contained within the limits of the existing freight

line, an existing feature of the landscape. The urban area of Pill, the tunnel at Ham Green
and thesteep andharrow corridor of Avon Gorgall screen the gight line from the wider

NCA area and therefore limit effects during construction on ttmenediatelysurrounding
landscape.

In the context of the NCA, the construction activity will be contained within a narrow
corridor. Whilst the Avon Gorge is a sensitive landscape and people tcowew it in
particular, it forms a small part of the overall NCA.

The NCA has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would Ineinor adverse, with a
significance oslight adverse

Local Authority Character Areas

A2 Clapton Moor

As noted above for the GIA, the mossignificantchange during construction will be the
removal of the larger treealongside the disused linérhis would mean that views across
the characterareawould be more openalbeit these views cannot be experienced from
many placs.

In addition the construction compound off Portbury Hundred will b&gnificant local
feature during the whole of the construction period of 18 months with its acooghation,
plant and materials and lighting in a relatively dark landscape.

Other activities Wl includethe excavation perioavith the movement of lorries alongside
the track and haul roads, whereas laying the new track will move more slowly in the
landscape.

The character area has a mediwadue, the magnitude of impact would be minor adverse,
with a significance ddlight adverse

C2 Portbury Settld Coastal Edge

Thischaracter areancompasses the section of disused line between the docks and the
M5. Agairthe most significant change would be the loss of the larger trees adjacent to the
track, in particular those to the north of the line to the east of Royal Portbury Docks Road.
The loss of these trees will open up views from theavl Junction 1orthwardsto the
factories which would become a more visible feature in the landscape.

The construction compound between Pill and the 843 .odway Farnwvould have a
localised impact on the character area as it is mostly visually contained by the M5 to the
north and westand Pill to the south and east.

The character area has a la@lue, the magnitude of ipact would be negligibladverse,
with a significance ddlight adverse
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11.6.15

11.6.16

11.6.17

11.6.18

11.6.19

11.6.20

11.6.21

11.6.22

11.6.23

11.6.24

11.6.25

J6 Avon Rolling Valley Farmland

This character area extends from the freight line junction thevdocks west of Pill as far
as the entrance to thévon ®rge. Apart from the section of freight line over Pill Viaduct,
it is mostly screened from view by the cutting at Puhneland the trackside vegetation
from Ham Green up to the entrance to theon Gorge. The influence on the character
area is therefore limited by these screening features.

There would be some effects with construction activity on the freight line being visible in
some places. Areas of localised vegetation clearance wouldgpémited views in

places. Construction vehicles gaining access to the site at Pill Tunnel eastern portal would
have a localised effect on the local road through Ham Green

The character area has a low value, the magnitude of impact would bigjindgyldverse,
with a significance ddlight adverse

E5 Tickenham Ridge

This is a long character area extending from Clevedon witletfstern edge of this

character area cov@ngthe areajust west of theGorgeincludingthe Ashton Court Estate
There would be some views from the edge of the estate down onto the construction
compound at Clanage Road (outside the character area). Most of the construction activity
on thefreight line would be screened from this area by the A370 and Ashton Gate
industrial estate.

The character area has a mediwadue, the magnitude of impact would be niggle
adverse, with a significance slight adverse

D1 Avon Gorge

This is a small character areavering the wessideof the Avon Gorge, extending up the
cliffs and into Leigh Woods. Construction activity would include both traditionahiyid
output train techniques The areas of influence of this actywwould be contained to the
bottom of the gorge with limited viewsrbm the upper areas as they asereened by the
change in landform of the cliffs arny the woodland.

The construction activity would generally be during blockades, either at weekends or
longer periods during the summer months. There would therefore be peaks of activity
during construdon. There would also be a greater impact at nighh the temporary
lighting.

There would bedss of vegetatiomdjacent to the track to create the space required for
passenger trains, loss of vegetation to install the new fencing, in particular betinasn

and tow path, and loss of some trees on the cliff. The result would be that the construction
activity would be more intrusive in the landscape with the loss of screening.

The character area has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeoderate adverse,
with a significance ahoderate adverse

G2 Failand Settld Limestone Plateau

This character area similarly extends easist with its eastern boundary against the Avon
Gorge character area (Dahdincludes Leigh Woods. It is visually separated from the
freight line by the change in landform of the gorge and the woodlabdnstruction

activity is unlikely to be visible from this character area.

The character area has a lealue, the magnitude ohipact would be neggjible adverse,
with a significance afieutral.
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11.6.26

11.6.27

11.6.28

11.6.29

11.6.30

11.6.31

11.6.32

11.6.33

11.6.34

11.6.35

11.6.36

11.6.37

11.6.38

11.6.39

Bl Land Ye and Kem RiverFloodplain

This character area abuts the NSC / BCC boundary and encompasssesoanitiated by
the park and ride site, the start of the AVTM, David Lloyd tererisre, the open area to
the west of the car auctiorite, and the Ashton Gate industrial estatéowever, this
character area is unlikely to be affected by the modifications to Winterstoke Road to
improve the left hand turn across the Ashton Vale Leve$sing and into the industrial
estate.

The character area has a medium value, the magnitude of impact would be negligible
adverse, with aneutral significance of effect.

J5 Land Yeo and KerRolling Valley Farmland

This character area is similarly extesgstovering an area from Claverham, and more
specifically the area north of the A370 and around theversity of the West of England
0 WWE Bower Ashton Campu$heconstruction of theDCO Schemeill be screened by
the existing A370.

The character arehas a medium vak, the magnitude of impact would be negligible
adverse, with aneutral significance oéffect.

Site Specific Character Areas

The site specific character areas ah®wn onFigurell.2 Sheets 1 andi@ the PEI Report
Volume 3 Book of Figures

Commercial Portishead

The emoval ofthe existing vegetatioraround the site wilbpen up viewsacross the area
of car park and stationThe more formal tree planting around the existing highway will
also be renoved.

The hghway diversion worksncluding utilities diversionsvould be highly visible in the
landscape as there will be no means of screening. Typical featordd be site offices,
excavators and other plant and machinery, materials and site sédéacing. The maiocar
parkwould be constructed at the same tinees the highway works.

The areas created for the station building and station forecourt will be used aseanf
site access for the railway line. The main station car park will be wsagdrarily for
workforce car parking.

Construction traffiavould use the new highway tgain access to the trackringingin the
Trinity PrimarySchoolFootlridge componentsvith larger lorries and cranes.

The onstruction of the statiorwould require a gling rig, and this and the cranes for the
bridge and station roof will be more visible in the local landscape.

These effedwill generally be cordined by the existing buildingghich will limit the
effectson the landscape charactéw a small localised area.

The character area hadaw value, the magnitude of impact would Ineoderateadverse,
with a significance ahoderate adverse

Residential Portishead

There will besomeloss ofthe existing vegetatiormlongside the disused line particular
the larger treesand planting on the north sideThe poplatreeson the south side will be a
noticeable loss due to their size, and will open up some views across the disused line.

Therewould be the emporary loss of open space at Tahsyeas the areavould beused
as a part of the site for theonstructionof the footbridge Construction of bridge
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11.6.40
11.6.41

11.6.42

11.6.43

11.6.44

11.6.45

11.6.46

11.6.47

11.6.48

11.6.49

11.6.50

11.6.51
11.6.52

foundationsincluding the piling and associated piling egd the use of cranes to lift and
position the bridge componentsould be intrusive in the local landscape.

Footpath diversionsvould be required.

There wouldalso be onstruction traffic moving up and down tltésusedine to gain
access to other parts of théts towards Sheepway. This would mostly screened by
existing vegetaon, particularly on the south side.

The character area has a le&lue, the magnitude of impact would Ineoderateadverse,
with a significance ahoderate adverse.

Sheepway

Therewould be the @nstruction ofthe compound and access tbe track atSheepway
Bridgewhich wouldbe relatively well screened by the bridge itsalfid the localised dip in
landform. The adjeent footpath and cycle way woultk diverted locally around the
compound area, partially screed by fencing. The construction of th access point with
larger car park (for low loaders during operation) and relocated bus stop would be more
visible in thewider landscape and from the road.

Theconstruction compoundo the south ofdisusedine off The Portbury Hundredould

be a largeiscale feature in the local landscape as the main site compdugadures would
include site offices, car parking, plant and materials storageiding ballast The
constructioncompound would introducdighting irto arelatively dark landscap&he haul
road to the south of the disused line would be more visible in the open landscape, with
lorries moving up and down the line.

There would be thedss of trackside vegetatiamm one side of the disused line, with the
other side retainedThe relativelyopenlandscape would mean that the construction
activity would generally be more visible.

The character area has a mediwalue, the magnitude of impact would Imeoderate
adver®, with a significance ahoderate adverse.

RoyalPortbury Dock

There would bedssof trackside vegetationin particular the larger birch trees to the north
side. To the north are the open carstorage facilities and the south the roadside
vegetation of Portbury Hundred and the M5. Some of the trees would be retained to
maintainsome screening.

Further relatively small areas of vegetation removal would occur around the various over
bridges and adjacent to the footway and cyclepath to improve visibility. This would also be
the case at The Royal Portbury Dédlad where a crossingpint for equestrians is

proposed at the north side of the bridge.

Construction access and vehicleguld be a locally dominant featuisg Marsh Lanas this
would be used as an access point under the M5 to the construction comgdouthe east
of the M5 & Lodway Farm

The road network would be used for construction vehicles getting from the compound off
Portbury Hundred into the docks as part of the haul route for excavated materials,away
and ballast in.Construction traffic up and down the limgould also be a feature later on
during track laying and fencing

This is aelatively enclosed areaith limited access between the docks and the M5.

The character area has a lealue, the magnitude of impact would Inginor adverse, with
a significance dflight adverse.
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Pill

11.6.53 A construction compound is proposed to thast ofthe M5 at Lodway Farm Access to the
compound would be via rail off theortburyfreight line, under the M5 on the disused line
and by road through Piflbr smaller vehicles such as vaared cars The open nature of the
landscape locally means that it would be relatively visible in the view.

11.6.54 Therebuilding of Avon Roaahderbridgeand the widening of the embankment for the
second tracko Portisheadvould be byone ofa number of options This includes the
demolition ofthe garageson the north siddor an area to locate arane via a track based
crane, or by @ane locatedon the railway itself The large crane and embankment works
would involve relatively large scgidant and machinery which would dominate the local
landscape.

11.6.55 In all optiorsthere would be the loss of trackside vegetation including the large trees. This
would open up views to the construction activity, as well as views across the line which are
currently screened by the trees.

11.6.56 The cemolition of Station Houstor the staion forecourt would be locallgjamaging to the
characterat the street level. Theebuilding ofthe platforms, steps and rampsill be
partially screened from the local landscapergeset within theexistingcutting. However
the soil nailing, and the construction of retaining walls and ramps are relatively large scale
activitiesin a smalbkcaleareawhich would intrude into the local landscape. Access to
these works would genergllbe along the trackom the LodwayFarm compoundywith
small compounds at the existing car storage area and to some extent, limited access
through the Station House plot.

11.6.57 The track laying operations would be relatively contained in the cutting, howewsz m
visible on Pill Viaduct from surrounding areas which area elevadbViaduct would be
covered in scaffolding for a period whilst the brickwork is repointed and repaired.

11.6.58 To the east of the viaduct, localised earthworks would be visible in thewuing
landscape due to their elevated position on the side of the hill.

11.6.59 The @ar park and highway worksould be smaller in scale and be part of the later
construction activities.

11.6.60 The character area has a medivmadue, the magnitude of impact would Imeoderate
adver®, with a significance ohoderate adverse.

Ham GreerlLakes

11.6.61 There would beveryminor work tothe highwaysto enable large vehicles to negotiate the
roundabout and corners so that they could access the Pill Tunnel eastern qpadiadail
access. Construction traffic tthe portal area would be visiblguring the construction
period.

11.6.62 The construction activity at thill Tunnel eastern portavould be visually contained by
the localised landform and surrounding vegetatiorhis area is within an unregistered
park and gardenThe earthworks would be the mosbticeableactivity. The new access
point and relocation of the field access would involve the removal of some short sections
of existing hedge.

11.6.63 The character area hasmediumvalue, the magnitude of impact would Ipbeinor adverse,
with a significance ddlight adverse.

Sea Mills

11.6.64 This is a small character area at the entrance toAkien @rge influenced by the built up
areaof Sea Milto the east of the river. Thensould be the bssof some trackside
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11.6.65

11.6.66

11.6.67

11.6.68

11.6.69

11.6.70

11.6.71

11.6.72

11.6.73

11.6.74

11.6.75

11.6.76

vegetation in particular at the area around the-monstruction of the bridgewhere a
small construction compound would also be visible.

This is relatively open and rural location where the construction activity woeiglit of
character.

The character area has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeinor adverse,
with a significance dglight adverse.

Avon Gorge

There would be som®$s of some trackside vegetatian particular larger trees which
overhang tke freight line. There would be further loss of planting along the boundary as a
result of the replacement fencing being install@shdin localised areas where works to
existing structures such as bridges, are requiréthe los of vegetation would opemip

some views to the track and the construction activity on the site.

Works tothe cliff faceare required to remove unstable rocks. This waaslult insome
further loss of vegetation on the cliff faexposing some areas of rock fatreaddition he
proposed management plan for the vegetation on the slopes of the gorge above the
railway line includethe removal of selected trees species. This may result in more open
views to the rock forming the side of the cliff and a resultant less wooded appezta

the slopes.

It is assumed thatrack construction W be by conventional meansmdertakenduring the
daytime andat nightworking in shiftsincludings0 hr and 75 hweekend possession$his
would result innight-time effectswith high levels of lighting, lidor a limited period of
time.

Micro-compounds, in the form of shipping container sized welfare and storage facilities,
would be required in various places along the freight line. This would not be significant on
a localscale.

A repeater nastwould be required for train communications. This would be mostly
screened by the backdrop of existing vegetation.

The narrow landform of th@&von ®rge means that effects on the landscape would be
visible from the whole extent ohe gorge.The existing vegetatiooffers some screening.

The character area has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeoderateadvers,
with a significance ahoderate adverse.

Ashton Gate

The construction compound off Clanage Road sits withacally disjointed landscape with
the complex highway arrangements at the A3&llptments and occasional large buildings
assome elements oits context. The&onstructioncompoundoff Clanage Roasits in a
relatively open area north of the cricket gnodi and Ashton Court to the west, and is
therefore relatively exposed in the landscape. It would be possible to see the compound
from the Clifton Suspension Bridgalbeit partially screened by existing vegetation.

In addition to the compound itself, thergould be construction vehicles using the site and
the adjacent road on a regular basis.

The character area has a mediwadue, the magnitude of impact would Ibeinor adverse,
with a significance dglight adverse.
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Ashton Vale
11.6.77 The freight line is mostly etosed by the buildings of Ashton Gate industrial estateland

11.6.78

11.6.79

11.6.80

11.6.81

11.6.82

11.6.83

11.6.84

11.6.85

11.6.86

those between it and Winterstoke Roadny works along the railwdine would therefore
be mostly screened for the surrounding landscape.

The construction ofmodification for the left hand turn off Winterstoke Road and across the
AshtonValeLevel Crossingrould be verylocalised. Tharea ismostly surrounded bjarge
scalebuildings.

The canstruction of the pedestrian ramp would similarly have a localiséelotfwith works
being undertaken mostly from the railway line. There would be some vairBsunel Way
to tie in the tg of the ramp.

The character area has a laalue, the magnitude of impact would Inginor adverse, with
a significance délight adverse

Conservation Areas

Shirehampton Conservation Area

There would be a effect onthe core areawith some narrow views to theonstruction
activityand the scaffolding on the Pill viadu@he conservatioarea has a medium value,
the magnitude of impact would bslightadverse, with a significance slight adverse

Sea Mills Conservation Area

There would be@me views tahe construction activityat Miles Dock on the opposite side
of the River Avon from arouritie Sea Mills Statioarea Views to works on the track
would be mostly screened by the existing trackside vegetafibe. conservatiomrea has a
medium value, the magnitude of impact wdubeslightadverse, with a significance of
slight adverse

The Downs Conservation Area

The conservation boundary extends to the west side of the Avon Gorge which inaludes
small section ofhe freight line. There are open views from the edgeTbfe Dowrs to the

Avon Gorge with the freight line on the opposite bankhere would be viewsf the works

on the track, which would be undertaken during weekend blockades or the longer summer
blockade.

There would be the loss of some trackside vegetation resultirslightly more open views
to the construction works. There would be some loss of trees on the cliff as part of the
safety works to the cliffs, resulting in a less wodd@pearance to the opposite cliff face.

The potential effects arerhited to the edge ofTheDownsconservation area, with most of
it unaffected as the construction activity would not be visible for the upper arHaes.
conservatiorarea has a medium value, the magnitude of impact wouldb®r adverse,
with a significance dflight adrersein relation to the edge of the conservation area

Sneyd Park Conservation Area

The conservatioarea is bounded by thAvon Gorge. Views from the residential area to
the construction activity on the track would be screened by existing track sideatiege
and also the woodland areas on the east side of the River Avmnconservatioarea has
a medium value, the magnitude of impact wouldrtegligibleadverse, witha significance
of neutral.
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11.6.87

11.6.88

11.6.89

11.6.90

11.6.91

11.6.92

11.6.93

11.6.94

11.6.95

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

Clifton and HotwellsConservation Area

The conservatiobboundary extends to the east of the Avon Gorge at Hotwells with the
freight line on the opposite bank of the River Avon. There would be the loss of some of the
trackside vegetation resulting in slightly more open views to the construction works. There
would be some loss of trees on the cliff as part of the safety works to the cliffs, resulting in
a less woode appearance to the opposite cliff face.

The potential effects are limited to edge of conservation area, with most of it unaffected as
the constructio activity would not be visibledm withinthe upper area®f Clifton The
conservatiorarea has a medium value, the magnitude of impact wouldb®r adverse,

with a significance dflight adversdn relation to the edge of the conservation area

LeighWoodsConservation Area

This conservation area is visually separated from the DCO scheme so would not be
affected.

City Dock€onservation Area

The western edge of this conservation areas extends out to the River Avon and the locks
into Cumberland Basiwith the elevated section of Brunel Way as a dominate featune

the DSO Scheme opposite on the western side of the River Avon. There aréromlas
western edge towards the freight line which is partly screened by trackside vegetation.
There would besome views to the construction activityrhe conservatioarea has a

medium value, the magnitude of impact would fménor adverse, witha significance of

slight adversan relation to the western edge of the conservation area

Bower AshtonConservation Aea

The proposed Clanage Road construction and permanent access compound lies within the
O2yaSNBI GA2Y | iér mengowddbvNised asPlaying fgldss ¢ K S NS
some views from the proposed site over the high boundary wall towardgédhnkéand

slopes to the west of Ashton Court House, although there are no views to the house. There
would be some loss of vegetation adjacent to the tradhke conservatioarea has a

medium value, the magnitude of impact would bederateadverse, witha significance of
moderateadverse

Operation Phase
NCA 106 Severn and Avon Vales

The DCO Schemll result in theintroduction of moving traingo an existing linear

feature of the landscapeHistorically thigeature has beerused as a railway lineThe DCO
Schemecould be consideretb reduce thesense of remoteness and tranquillity associated
with this ndscapéype due to the introduction ofnovingpassengetrains.

The DCO Schenaaly traverssa small proportion of thé&evern and Avon Valasea, so
its potential effects areon a scale that wouldot impact the overallandscapecharacterof
the NCA

The character area has a mediwadue, the magnitude of impact would @ change
with aneutral significance

NCA 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges

The character ai@ presently includea mix of urban and rural elements, such as the city of
Bristol, infrastructure including the M®pen arable farmland and the wooded scarp of the
Avon GorgeThe DCO Schenmean existingailway lineamongst features such as the City

11-45

- NJ



CHAPTER 11 PORTISHEAD BRANCH LINE PRELIMINARY
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REPORT, VOLUME 2

of Bristoland the existing transport infrastructue the Avon Gorge.le increased
frequency of trainsvould increase the sense of transport activity within the gorge

11.6.96 Current trends and forces for change in the area incindeeased urbanisation and
development resulting fronmcreasedpopulation The DCO Schemeould only traverse a
small proportion of theBristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges character aed is not on a
scale that would impact the overall character.

11.6.97 Thecharacter area has a higfalue, the magnitude of impact would Ib® changewith a
neutral significance

Local Authority Character Areas
A2 Clapton Moor

11.6.98 As he linear feature of the disusedilwayline is alredy a constituent of this areahé
physical works athe DCO Schemeould not result in asignificantchange ircharacter.
The introductionof passenger traingould adda new elemenbf movement ino the
landscapeExisting features in this area already dilute the sense of tranquillioh as
views towards the Royal Portbury Dock, the M5 and the edge of Bribha eplacement
mitigation planting associated witthe DCO Schemeould re-establish hedgerows and
tree beltsand reinstate the screeng effect.

11.6.99 The DCO Schemwuld only traverse a small proportion of th€lapton Moor areaso is
not on a scale that would impact the overall characiéthe area

11.6.100 Current trends anddrces for change in the area includevelopmentat Portishead and
increasing ribbon developmenrthe DCO Schemalongside these forcespuldcontribute
to an increasinglyrbanlandscape in the futurevith the increase in movement caused by
the passenger trains in the landscape

11.6.101 The character area has a mediwalue, the magnitude of impact would begligible
adverse with aneutral significance

C2Portbury Settled Coastal Edge

11.6.102 As the linear featurgof the Portbury Freight Line anithe disusedsection arealready
constituens of this areathe DCO Schemeould notresult in a change in charactdhe
introduction of passengetrainswould adda new elemenbf movementto the landscape
resulting inareduced sense of tranquillity, which is already lessened by the M5 and
activities in and around the docks

11.6.103 The DCO Schemweould only traverse a small proportiori the Portbury Settled Coastal
Edge areaso is not on a scale that would impact the overall character.

11.6.104 Current trends and forces for change in the area incladge scale developménTheDCO
Schemealongside these forcespuld contribue to anincreasingly urban landscape in the
future with the increase in movement caused by the passenger trains in the landscape

11.6.105 The character area has a la&lue, the magnitude of impact would Ibegligible adverse
with aneutral significance

J6Avon Rollingvalley Farmland

11.6.106 As the linear feature of thPortburyfreight line is already a constituent of this ardae
DCO Schemwould not result in a change in charact&he introduction of passenger
trains would add a increaseclement of movement into the ladscape.

11.6.107 The DCO Schemenuld only traverse a small proportion of tiheron Rolling Valley
Farmland areaso is not on a scale that would impact the overall charadturch of the
freight line is screened in tunnel, existing cut slopes and vegetation alongside the track.
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11.6.108 Current trends and forces for change in the area incinéi# development and
development along transport corridor$heDCO Schemalongside theséorces,could
contribute to an increasinglyrbanlandscape in the future.

11.6.109 The character area has a laalue, the magnitude of impact would loegligible adverse
with aneutral significance

E5Tickenham Ridge

11.6.110 The DCO Schemenuld only traverse a smairoportion of theTickenham Ridge areso is
not on a scale that would impact the overall charact&he feight line is also mostly
screened from this character area.

11.6.111 The character area has a mediwalue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeutral, with a
neutral significanceof effect

D1Avon Gorge

11.6.112 As the freight line is already a feature of thisaracterarea,the DCO Schemeould not
result in a change iaverallcharacter, although the introduction of the passenger trains
would addan increas inmovement to the landscape and reduce the sense of remoteness
and tranquillity. The sense of tranquillity is already lessened by existing traffic aoide
movementfrom the A4 Portway.

11.6.113 Loss of planting adjacent to the track would result in more ogews to the track and the
passing trains

11.6.114 Pending completion of thproposed management plan for the vegetation on the slopes of
the gorge above the railway lineis assumed that there will be somemoval of selected
trees species. This may resultiore open views to the rock forming the side of the cliff
and a resultant less wooded appearance to the slopes.

11.6.115 Current trends and forces for change in the area inclindesased visual clutter and traffic
noise. An increase in noiskom trainscould conbine with noise from thexisting road
resulting in a greater impact.

11.6.116 The character area has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would lneinor adverse
with aslight adversesignificanceof effect

G2Failand Settled Limestone Plateau

11.6.117 As the linear feature of the freight line is already a constituent of this daheaDCO
Schemewould not result in a change in character.

11.6.118 The DCO Schemenuld only traverse a small proportion of tik@iland Settled Limestone
Plateauareg, so is not on acale that would impact the overall character.

11.6.119 Current trends and forces for change in the area inclindesased visual clutter and traffic
noise. An increase in traffic noise could combine with noise tt@DCO Schenresulting
in a greater impact.

11.6.120 Thecharacter area has a lovalue, the magnitude of impact would loegligible adverse
with aneutral significanceof effect

B1 Land Yeand Kem RiverFloodplain

11.6.121 Theminor modifications to Winterstoke Road and any minor changes to the railway
alignment would fit within the existingransport infrastructureand built up area on the
eastern edge of this landscape character area.

11.6.122 The character area has a mediwalue, the magnitude of impact would begligible
adverse with aneutral dgnificanceof effect
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B Land Yeo and KerfRolling Valley Farmland

11.6.123 Theminor modifications to Winterstoke Road and any minor changes to the railway
alignment would fit within the existindransport infrastructureand built up area on the
eastern edge of thimhdscap characterarea.

11.6.124 The character area has a medium value, the magnitude of impact would be negligible
adverse, with aneutral significanceof effect

Site Specific Character Areas

Commercial Portishead

11.6.125 This areahas an urban character, and is dominatedréhativelylargebuildings The area of
the disused railway linprovidesan open arean contrast to the built formThe
introduction of passenger trains and statiboildingwould add new elements to the
landscapealthoughthe design of thestation and its foreco would mean that itsits well
within the existing urban featureg.he loss of thelisused derelicopen area to thanain
car parkwould contribute to theincreased density afrban character Replacement
planting associated with thstation forecourt and car parking areamuld help toscreen
the car parkincgandenhance the landscape.

11.6.126 The character area has a laalue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeinor beneficial
with aslight beneficialsignificanceof effect

Residential Poiishead

11.6.127 This bw valuearea is characteriselly residential estategndamenity landscapeTlhe
disused, overgrownailway line also contrib@sto the characterAs the disused railway
line is already &eature of this areathe DCO Schemeould not result in a change in
overallcharacter.

11.6.128 The introduction oimovement associated with theassenger trains antthe new
pedestrian footbridge would add new elements to the landscapike footbridge would be
anewrelatively large scalteaturein the small scal®pen landscape between the houses
at Tansy Lane and Trinity School

11.6.129 The character area has a laa&lue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeinor adversewith
aslight adversesignificanceof effect

Sheepway

11.6.130 Thismoderate valueareahas a ruratharacter The disused railway line provides a linear,
feature which cuts through th#lat landscapeAs the disused railway line is already a
feature of this areathe DCO Schemeould not result in a change owverallcharacter. The
introdudion of passenger trains would add a new element to the landsaap®e form of
moving trains which would dilute the sense of tranquillitfhesense of tranquillity is
already diluted by features such as the M5 and the Portbury Hundred.

11.6.131 The loss of plating adjacent to the track would open out views to and from the,line
particular theloss oflarge scale trees which would open up some of the views across the
whole area

11.6.132 ThepermanentRoad Rail Access Po[dRRAP) off Sheepwaywill be set low inthe
landscapeandscreered by the adjacentaad bridgeto the southandthe local rise in
landform to the north, and therefore its effects on the landscape are limited and localised.

11.6.133 The character area has a mediwadue, the magnitude of impact would menor, with a
slight adversesignificanceof effect
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RoyalPortbury Dock

11.6.134 Thislow valueareahas an industrial charactealthough anumber ofenvironmental sites
are also found in this areds the disused railway line is already a constituent of thia,are
the DCO Schemeould not result in a change in charactérhe introduction of passenger
trains would addanew elementof movementto the landscapghoweverthe movement of
vehicles on thévl5 motorwayand the Portbury Hundred a@ready asignificantfeaturein
the landscape The loss of existing track side vegetation would agethe views to the
moving traindrom some view pointsand also of the industrial buildings from the M5
junction 19

11.6.135 The character area has a laa&lue, the magnitude of impact would Ipeinor adverse with
aslight adversesignificanceof effect

Pill

11.6.136 Thismoderatevalueareahas a predominately residentieharacter. The railway line
passes through the locally designated sites of CroakRith \ictoria Park and Waterloo
Wharfwith the viaduct as a notable featurAsthe freight line is already feature of this
area,the DCO Schemaould not result in a change overallcharacter. Thee-
introduction of passenger trains arle rebuilt stationat Pillwould add new elements to
the landscape, however, these woudltwith the existing townscape features.

11.6.137 The new bridge and embankment at AVeoadwould be more exposed in the landscape
due to the loss of the existing vegetation.

11.6.138 The rebuiltplatform and its ramp and step access are mostly set within the existing cutting
and their influence on the surrounding areas is limited as a reb#.location of the
station forecourt and station car pariwhich may also house the principal power pdort
signalling equipmentyould introducea transport related feature into an otherwise mostly
residential area.

11.6.139 The character area has a mediwmalue, the magnitude of impact would Imeoderate
adverse with amoderate adversesignificanceof effect

HamGreen Lakes

11.6.140 Thismoderatevalueareahas apastoralcharacter The existing freight line passes
alongside the Unregistered Park and Garden of Ham Green Hospital, the locally designated
Watchhouse Hill and Ham Green S&Heitthat the geological featuref Ham Green SSSI
is not easily accessible and only visible to train passehgasshe freightline is already ia
elementof this areathe DCO Schemeould not result in a change in charactés he
trains pass through a tunnel for the majority ofgkection,the DCO Schemagould only
affect a small proportion of theharacterarea

11.6.141 The Pill Tunnel Eastern Portal RRAP and emergency access point would have a localised
impact onlandscapecharacter with the loss of part of the unregisteipark and garden.
The location of the access point setow down in the landscapscreened by the adjacent
landformmearsits area of influence would be limited.

11.6.142 The character area has a mediwalue, the magnitude of impact would begligible
adversewith aneutral significanceof effect

Sea Mils

11.6.143 Thishighvalueareahas asemirural characterand includes th&€onservation Area of Sea
Mills. As te freightline is already a element his areathe DCO Schemeould not result
in a change in characteihe introduction of passenger trains would aldewmoving
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element to the landscape,dwever, as thdrains will pass through this area in cuttjrige
DCO Schemwould only effect a small proportion of theharacterarea

11.6.144 The character area has a highlue, the magnitude of impact would loegligible adverse
with aslightadverseto neutral significanceof effect

Avon Gorge

11.6.145 This high value character area is characterisgthle gorgeand includes th&€€onservation
Areas of Sneyd Park and Clifton. Tisted Clifton Suspension Bridge is a key feature of this
character area. As the linear feature of the freight line is alreadglementthis areathe
DCO Schemeould not result in a change overall landscapeharacter.

11.6.146 The introduction of passengérains would add a newnovingelement to the landscape,
which woulddilute the sense of tranquillitglightly, although it is already heavily
influencedby thebusy A4The DCO Schemeould result in the loss of some mature
vegetation, which currently seens the existing freight line from key vistas looking across
the River Avon The loss of planting between the trackside and adjacent path would mean
that the track, its associated fencing and passing trains would be more visible.

11.6.147 The character area hashighvalue, the magnitude of impact would loeinor adverse
with aslight adversesignificanceof effect

Ashton Gate

11.6.148 Thismoderate vale areaincludessome features of importance such the parkland of
Ashton Court. It has a complex urban character with a network of roads dividing the area
As the freight line is alreadyhalementof this areathe DCO Schemeould not result in a
change in character. The introduction of passenger traiosldvadda new elementof
movementinto the landscapghowever, thisvould sit congruously against the existing
urbanfeatures.

11.6.149 The character area has a medivmadue, the magnitude of impact would Ioginor adverse
with aslight adversesignificanceof effect.

Ashton Vale

11.6.150 Thislow valueareahas an urbarringe character, withindustrial units and distributer
roads dominant featuresAs the linear feature of the freight line is already a constituent of
this areathe DCO Schemaould not result in a change character. The introduction of
passenger trains would add a new elemehimovement irto the landscape, however, this
would sit congruouslwithin the existing urban features.

11.6.151 TheAshton Vale ével Qossingwill remain and the layout of Winterstokeoadwill be
modifiedto improvethe left hand turn over the level crossiagd stacking of vehicles
when the level crossing is down

11.6.152 The character area has a low value, the magnitude of impact would be minor adverse, with
a neutral significanceof effect

Conservation Areas

ShirehamptonConservation Area

11.6.153 The DCO Schente2 dzf R KI @S y2 SFFSOUG 2y GKS @ixxtl 3S
of the Conservation Area, #se DCO Schermis not in the vicinity of this aredhe
importance of the Avon in tens on the setting of the Conservation Area is key to the
character.

11.6.154 The DCO Schemenuld have a negligible impact on the setting of the Lamplighters section
of the Conservation Areasfreight trains already run along this section of the Avdh
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cannotbe considered a change on the setting, rather it is the accentuation of an existing,
established elementhrough the introduction of passenger trains the viaduct at Pill on

the other side of the River Avoiihe conservatioarea has a medium value, the

magnitude of impact would beedigible, with a significance afeutral.

Sea MillsConservation Area

11.6.155 The DCO Schemwuld have a negligie impact on the setting of The Trym Valley and
River Avorsection of the Conservation Arediews to the Avon areonsidered an
important element of the character of the area, howeves,teains already run along this
section ofthe Avon on both sidesthe increase in frequency of the trains and associated
new fencingcannot be considered a material change on theisgtrather it is the
accentuationof an existing, established elemethirough the introduction of passenger
trains on the other side of the River Avon mostly screened by existing vegefakien
conservatiorarea has a medium value, the magnitude of iripa&ould benegligble, with
a significance afieutral.

The DownsConservation Area

11.6.156 Freight tains already run along this section of the Avon and througtettgeof the
conservation areat the base of the Avon Gorgéhe increase in frequenayf passing
trains and associated new fenciisgnotconsidered a change to the setting, but rather the
accentuation of an existing, established element.

11.6.157 However, due to the sensitivity of The Downs to chamigh quality, designated features
in the areait can beconcludedthe DCO Schemegould have a impact on the setting of
The Trym Valley and River Avon section of The Downs Conservatiodu@reathe loss of
vegetation, nore open views to trains and the fencinbhe conservatiomarea has a
medium value, the magnitude of impact would fmnor, with a significance oflight
adverse

Sneyd ParlConservation Area

11.6.158 The DCO Schemenuld have a negligible impact on the setting of the Conservation Area.
As trains already run along thisa®n of the AvorGorge the increase in frequency of the
trains and associated new fenciiggnotconsidered a change on the setting, but rather it is
the accentuation of an existing, established elemiarthe form of additional movement
The movement ofoad vehicles on the A4 Portway is a dominant feature of the arkea.
conservatiorarea has a medium value, the magnitude of impact wouldédgigble, with
a significance afieutral.

Clifton and Hotwells

11.6.159 The DCO Schemwuld have a negligible impact ¢ine setting of theHotwells section of
the Conservation Areds trains already run along this section of the AG@urge the
increase in frequency of the trains and associated new fensingtconsidered a change
on the setting, but rather it is the aentuation of an existing, established elemémthe
form of additional movement through the introduction of passenger trairiee movement
of road vehicles on the A4 Portwaythe base of this narrow section of Goliga
dominant feature of the area alreadyhe conservatioarea has a medium value, the
magnitude of impact would beegligble, with a significance afieutral.

Leigh Woods

11.6.160 This conservation area issually separated from the DCOh&me so would not be
affected.
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City Docks

The DCO Scheme would have a negligible impact on the setting of the western edge of
Conservation Area. The movement of road vehicles on the elevated section of Brunel Way
is a dominant feature of the areds trains already run along trsection of the Avon

Gorge Valley, the increase in frequency of the trains and associated new fencing is not
considered a change on the setting, but rather it is the accentuation of an existing,
established element in the form of additional movemenhe onservation area has a

medium value, the magnitude of impact would be neplig, with a significance of

neutral.

Bower Ashton

11.6.161 The permanent access point at Clanage Road would be a new feature within an open area
conservation area. Whilst tretone bounday walls to Clanage Road will match the
existing, the unsurfaced compound area, the lack of permanent buildings or other features,
and its associated new landscape planting offering some screening, it would still have a
slight adversémpact on the consemtion area.The conservatioarea has a medium value,
the magnitude of impact would bainor adversewith a significance dflight adverse.

Decommissioning Phase

11.6.162 For the reasons setu at 11.3.22 ¢ 11.3.27 it is not possible to identify realistic options for
decommissioning for assessment and no basis on which to consider thawtbete be
reasonably foreseeable significant environmental impacttaodscape and viewgsulting
from decommissioning.

11.7 Assessment of Visual Effects

Introduction

11.7.1  This section assessthe potential effectof the DCO Schenun the setting of Listed
Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens and on Scheduled Monuments.

11.7.2  The assessment of potential significant effects on thealiseceptords contained within
Appendix 11.2n the PEI Report Volume 4 Appendices

Listed Buildings

11.7.3  For ease of readinghe assessment of effegton the setting ofisted buildings has been
set out inTable11-14 belowfor both during construction andperation.

Table 11-14: Effects on the setting of listed buildings

Listed building During construction During operation
Moor The works are some distance from this proper Glimpsed views of passing trains acro
Farmhouse acrosghe field and partially screened by the field partially screened by existing

existingboundaryhedges.There will be some  hedges.
open views to moving construction vehicles ot
the haul route.

This asset has a medium value. There
will be no change othe setting ofthis
This asset has a medium value. There wilhbe asset, and aignificance of effect of
change on the setting of this asset, and a neutral.

significance of effect afeutral.

The Thatched Mostlyvisually separated from the disused line Glimpsed views through gaps in

Cottage by existing trees and other vegetation. Some existing vegetation to passing trains.
views towards the construction through gaps i
vegetation.

This asset has a medium value. There
will be no change othe setting ofthis
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Table 11-14: Effects on the setting of listed buildings
Listed building During construction During operation

This asset has a medium value. There will be asset, and aignificance of effect of
change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a neutral.
significance of effet of neutral.

EIm Tree Farm Mostly visually separated frorthe disused line Mostly visually separated from the
by existing trees and other vegetation to the  disused line by existing trees and othe
south of the propertywith some viewsromto  vegetation.

upper floors This asset has a medium value. There
This asset has a medium value. There will be will be no change othe setting ofthis
change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a asset, and aignificance of effect of
significance of effect afeutral. neutral.

Church of St  There is no intewisibility withthe DCO Scheme There is no intewisibility withthe DCO

George and the construction area. Scheme
This asset hastaghvalue. There will be no This a&set has dighvalue. There will
change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a be no change othe setting ofthis
significance of effect afeutral. asset, and aignificance of effect of
neutral.

Church of St  There is no intewisibility withthe DCO Scheme There is no intewisibility withthe DCO

Mary and the construction area. Scheme
This asset haslaghvalue. There will bao This asset hastaghvalue. There will
change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a be no change othe setting ofthis
significance of effect afeutral. asset, and aignificance of effect of
neutral.
Court House  Some views across Marsh Lane and the Some views of passing passenger
Farm adjacent field towards the haul route up onto trains.

the track and under the M5The setting of the
building will change due to the expansion of tt
cargo storage which will occupy the fields the
west ofthe farm buildings

This asset has a medium value. There
will be no change othe setting ofthis
assetduring operation and a
significance of effect afeutral.

This asset hasmediumvalue.Construction

activity might result in a minor negative impac

resulting insignificance of effect dflight

adverse
The Mostly screened by nearby properties with Limited views tan increased umber
Watchhouse some views to construction actiyibn the passing trains on theiaduct
and Mulberry  existingPill Maductincluding the scaffolding on This asset has a medium value. There
Cottage the viaduct. will be no change othe setting ofthis

Theseasset have amediumvalue. assetduring operation and a
Construction activity might result in a minor  significance of effect afeutral.
negative impact, resulting isignificance of

effect ofslight adverse

Clifton Open views from the bridge and its piers dowr Open views down tthe DCO Scheme
Suspension to the DCO Schenmextending north along the  with the line andan increased number
Bridge base of the @rge and south into Ashton Vale. of passing trains partially screened by
Thefreightline forms part of the existing existing vegetation.
setting. This asset haskighvalue. There will
This asset hastdghvalue.Removal of be nooverallchange orthe setting of
vegetation and onstruction activityover the this asset, and aignificance of effect
short period of timemight result in a minor of neutral.
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Listed building

During construction

During operation

negative impact, resulting iasignificance of

effect ofslight adverse

Trafalgar
House, Taylor
Maxwell

There is no intewisibility withthe DCO Scheme There is no intewisibility withthe DCO

and the construction area.

This asset hastaghvalue. There will be no

Scheme
This asset hastighvalue. There will

House, change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a be no change othe setting ofthis
Promenade  gjgnificance of effect afeutral. asset, and aignificance of effect of
House, neutral.
Enginee®
House, Alva
House
Clifton Limited views down téhe DCO Schenas an Limited views down tehe DCO
Observatory  existing featurdn the landscapgat the base of Schemaewith the line andpassing trains
the gorge. partially screened by existing
This asset haskighvalue.Removal of vegetation.
vegetationadjacent the tracland onstruction  This asset hastaghvalue. There will
activity over the short period of timenight be nooverallchange orthe setting of
result in a minor negative impact, resultingan this asset, and aignificance of effect
significance of effect dflight adverse of neutral.
Swing Bridge  These features form part of the Cumberland  Limited viewsacross the riveunder
over lock, Basinwith views across the river to theeight the Brunel Wayo the DCO Scheme
NHzy St Q line as an existing feature of the setting. with the line and passing trains
Entrance Lock, Treseasses have a highvalue.Removal of partially screened by existing
Swing Bride \egetation adjacent the track anamstruction ~ vegetation.
go%tﬁ NJ . N activity over the short period of timenight This asset haslaghvalue. There will

Entrance Lock,

result in a minor negative impact, resultingan

significance of effect dflight adverse

be nooverallchange orthe setting of
this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.

TheColonnade

Construction activity will be visible across the
busy A4 and the rivesn the opposite bank

These have medium \alue with the exception
of the latter property(The Colonnagl), which
has a high value, and this will amount to a

minor negative impact, resulting in a
significance of effect dflight adverse

The setting of the assets adjacent to
the A4 and River Avon will be
unaffected, with views across the rivel
to wooded slopes on the opposite ban
with an increase in the number of
passing trains partially screened by
existing vegetation.

Theseasses have a medium and high
value. There will be noverallchange
on the setting ofthis asset, and a
significance of effect afeutral.

No 15 The
Paragon

Open views from an elevated position across
the gorge down to the construction activity at

the DCO Schensite.
Thisasset haa highvalue.Removal of

vegetation adjacent the track anawstruction
activity over the short period of timenight
result in a minor negative impact, resulting in

significance of effect dadlight adverse

Limited views across thever tothe
DCO Schemeith the line and passing
trains partially screened by existing
vegetation.

This asset hastighvalue. There will
be nooverallchange orthe setting of
this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.
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Table 11-14: Effects on the setting of listed buildings

CHAPTER 11

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

Listed building

During construction

During operation

No 1¢ 14 The
Paragon

Open views east across the city with oblique

views to the Cumberland Basin with

construction activity athe DCO Schenrsite.

Thisasset haahighvalue.Removal of

vegetation adjacent the track anaustruction
activity over the short period of timenight
result in a minor negative impact, resulting in

significance of effect dflight adverse

Oblique views tahe DCO Scherraes
an existing feature in the setting with
passing passenger trains partially
screened by existing vegetation.

This asset haslighvalue. There will
be nooverallchange orthe setting of
this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.

Freeland Court

Construction activity will be visible across the
busy Brunel Way and the river on the opposite

bank.

This asset haa highvalue, and this will amount
to a minor negative impact, resulting in a

significance of effect dflight adverse

The setting of this asset adjacent to
Brunel Way and River Avon will be
unaffected, with views across the rivel
to passing passenger trains fiatly
screened by existing vegetation.

Thisasset haahighvalue. There will
be nooverallchange orthe setting of
this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.

No 29
Albermarle
Row

Limitedandoblique views down the roadnd
over Cumberlan@Basintowards to construction

activity.

Theseasses have ahighvalue. There will be no
change orthe setting ofthis asset, and a

significance of effect afeutral.

Limited views to passing trains.

This asset hastighvalue. There will
be no change othe setting ofthis
assetduring operation and a
significance of effect afeutral.

Registered Parks and Gardens

11.7.4

For ease of reading, the assessment of effects on the seifinggisteredparks and

gardens has been setit in Table 11-15 below for both during construction and during
operation.

Table 11-15: Effects on the setting of registered parks and gardens

Park and
Garden

During construction

During operation

Leigh Court The boundary of the Park and Garden extends do
to, and includes part of the freight line at the base
of the GorgeConstruction activity replacing Miles

Dock underbridge, and works to Quarry

underbridges 4, 5 and 6 will have a localised impa

at the ede of the designated area.

This asset has a high value. There will be no over.

change on the setting of this asset, and a
significance of effect afeutral.

The DCO Scheme is an existing feat
in the settingof Leigh Courtwith an
increase in the numhs passing trains
partially screened by existing
vegetation.

This asset hastighvalue. There will
be nooverallchange orthe setting of
this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.

Ashton
Court

Views looking towards Bristol, with limited viesf
construction activityon the trackwhich is partially
screened byegetation and forming a nominal
proportion of the view. There would be views
towards the Clanage Road construction compoun

Views looking towards Bristol, with
limited view of railway lingvith an
increase irmoving passenger trains,
partially screned byvegetation and
forming a nominaproportion of the
view.,
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Table 11-15: Effects on the setting of registered parks and gardens

Park and
Garden During construction During operation
This asset has a high value. There will be no over. This asset haskighvalue. There will
change on the setting of this asset, and a be nooverallchange orthe setting of
significance of effect afeutral. this asset, and aignificance of effect
of neutral.

Scheduled Monuments
11.7.5 For ease of reading, the assessment of effects on scheduled monuments has been set out
in Table 11-16 below for both during construction and during operation.

Table 11-16: Effects on the setting of scheduled monuments

Scheduled
Monument During construction During operation

Part of the  Partial view from southern section of schedule Partial view from southern section of
Roman monument towards construction activity and scheduled monument towards the
Settlement  vegetation removal at Miles Dock underbridge railway line with an increase in moving
of Abonae on the opposite side othe Avon @rge. Views trains in thelandscapeand asignificance

to other works on the track generally screenec of effect ofneutral.

by existing vegetationesulting in a significance

of effect ofslight adverse

Clifton View from the northern edge of Clifton Down View from northern edge of Clifton Dowi

Down Camp Camp looking north downwards towards the  Camp looking north downwards towards
River Avon with the existing railway line on the River Avon with railwalne on
opposite side of the gorge. Construction activi opposite side of the gorge. New fencing
during weekend blockades and vegetation and passenger trains passing through tf
removal result in temporary change in a small gorge result in change in a small
proportion of the viewand asignificance of proportion of the viewand a significance

effect ofneutral. of effect ofneutral.
Stokeleigh ~ There would be no view of construction No view of the railway lineNeutral.
Camp activity/ vecetation removal as the monument

is screened by the surrounding woodland and
the freight line is located at the base of the clil
Neutral.

11.8 Mitigation and Residual Effects

11.8.1 Where likely significant effects have bedentified consideration is being given to
landscaping and other measures to mitigate effects. Draft schemes have been prepared
and consultation will continue with statutory consultees and other parties before the
schemes are finalised. Residual effegiit be reported in the Environmental Statement.
Other mitigation measures are being considered where adverse (but not significant) effects
are identified. Proposals are currently being finalised to assess whether they are feasible
to include as part oftte project. This will be fully documented as part as the
Environmental Statement and there will be ongoing discussions with key stakeholders to
consider this further between now and the submission of the DCO application.
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11.9 Cumulative Effects

11.9.1

11.9.2

11.9.3

1194

11.95

11.9.6

11.9.7

11.9.8

Other Projects along the Portishead Branch Line

Other projects, which have the potential to give rise to likely significant effects when
consideredn combination with thePortisheadBranch Line DCO Scherhave been
consideredn Chapter 18 andre summarisedelow.

DCO Hinkley Point C Connection Project

The changes to the overhead powerlines where they cross the disused line at Sheepway
would mean the undergrounding of the existing lines and the introductionrefva400kV
overhead poweline. The undergrounding wis and access roads associated with the

new line would result in the loss of some existing trees and other vegetation. When
considered alongside the loss of large trees currently adjacent to the disused line as part of
this scheme, there would be an ogdag up of views across the landscagnerally.

14/P/ 2570F Marina GardensPortishead

An ElAwas notrequiredfor thisdevelopment to provide assisted living for the over 60s.
According to the planning application, this development comprises 118 apartmwetit
integrated care support and wdtleing facilities within a landscaped plot. The
development will lead toincrease in the number of people living near the proposed
station.

The construction oMarina Gardensin combination with the constructioof the DCO
Schemeincludingthe railway station will result in the increasedevelopmentof the
urban framework of Portishead, and infilling of local areas of open landwbhitsl
reinforce the urban character athis part ofPortishead The combinedmpact will result in
a change in view from Newfoundland Way and Harbour Road.

13/05648/FB MetroBus Ashton Vale to Temple Meads and Bristol City Centre

MetroBusAVTM is currently under construction and is close to the DCO Scheme to the
south westof AshtonVale industrial area at Winterstoke Road whererosses over the
freight line at the junction with Ashton Vale Rodtintroduces an element of transport
infrastructure into the landscape to the south west of Ashton Gate

At Winterstoke Road, AVTM @ses over the freight line on the elevated section skew
bridge. The freight line is an existing element in this landscape with the most significant
change being thextension of the Winterstoke Road left turn lane into Ashton \éale an
increase imMmovenent with the introduction of the passing passengeins.

Other Works for MetroWest Phase 1

Other elements of MetroWest Phase 1, namely Baeson Street Junction remodelling,
Parson Street StatioBedminster Down Relief Line, Severn Beach / Avonmouth Signalling
and Bathampton Turnback comprise small scale works, confined within the existing railway
land. These works are to be undertaken by Network Rail under their permitted
development rights and doot form part of the DCO Application.

Network Rail is undertaking an environmental appraisal, environmental risk register and
environmental action plan of the works required for the Bedminster Down Relief Line,
Severn Beach / Avonmouth Signalling and Batpton Turnback as part of the reporting
F2NI bSGG2N] whkAfQa D2OSNYyIyOS F2N) wlkAfgl @
process will identify the potential impacts and capture the need for mitigation during

design and construction. The results wil tarried forward from the present GRIP 3 phase,
into the detailed design phase (GRIP 4 and 5) and construction (GRIP 6).
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11.9.9 Given the small scale nature of these works and the distances between these projects and
the Portishead Branch Line, it is considetiealt there are no significant cumulative effects
during the construction and operation of these projectslandscape and views
Consequently, these works have been scoped out of further cumulative impact assessment
for Portishead Branch Line DCO Scheme

11.10 Limitations Encountered in Compiling the PEI Report

11.10.1 The assessment has been undertaken from publicly accessible places and therefore
assumptions have had to be made as to the actual view from properties and whether or
not that the view towardg¢he DCO S@meis the principle view.

11.10.2 The data provided on construction methodologies and design proposals is in early draft
form, therefore assumptions haveebn made in terms of the effect ¢fie DCO Schenan
the landscape and visual resources.

11.10.3 Bristol City Counichas not compiledlocal character area assessmertiswever BCC
Conservation Area descriptions provide a useful substitute. These have been summarised
in this PEI Repart

11.10.4 North SomerseDistrict Council hanot compileddescriptions othe ConservatiorAreas
which fall under their boundaries. Therefore, the report summarises Bristol City Council
Conservation Areas, but not those within North Somerset.

11.11 Summary

11.11.1 Thedisused railway line between Portishead and Pill anditbight linefrom Royal
Portbury Deks to the southwest mainlinare existing features in the landscape, and are
not new elements being introduced. Their appearance and prominence in the existing
landscape varies.

11.11.2 At Portishead east of the town centre, there is a clear gap between #idemstial
developmentdo the north and south ofhe disused line. The undeveloped land closer to
the centre is the former station approach. Fences, sleepers and tracks are all remaining
features. East of Portishead in the open landscape around Sheefiwagilway line is
difficult to see in the open landscapappearing as a line of trackside vegetation amongst
other field boundaries. The disused line fits into a narrow space between the Portbury
Hundred, the docks and the M5, mostly scredty the ioads and buildings.

11.11.3 The freight line is operational with the occasional freight tsaifherailwayline is a
feature of Pill, enclosed in cutting at the station but in an open positiothewiaduct,
before passing under Ham Green in a tunnel. Ealiaofi Green the line is in cutting and
screened by trackside trees, before entering the Avon Gorge. Heredtditga narrow
ledge at the base of the gorge withree tunnels. Therack is visible from above as a line
or break in the woodland and otheegetation. It passes under the Clifton Suspension
Bridge before entering the urban area of Ashton Vale where it becomes screened by
buildings and highway infrastructure.

11.11.4 The mostikelyeffectson landscape and viewsill occurduring construction. At
Patishead the effects would be screened from the wider landscape by the buildings, but
be more immediate to those people who live around the area. In the open area of
Sheepway, the construction compound and the movement of construction traffic on the
haul oads would be visible in the wider landscape. The buildings and highway
infrastructure by the docks and M5 would also screen the construction activity from the
wider landscape.
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11.11.5

11.11.6

11.11.7

11.11.8

11.11.9

Thefreightline would be rebuilfollowing conventional methodduringthe day and at
night in shifts and includinggeekend blockades. There would be short and intense periods
of activity, but over a protracted period.

Trees and plantingvould be lost, both as a safety requirement but atkming construction
to create working spaeto rebuild the track, for ditches and to install new fencing.
Replacement plating will be proposed along the disused line but the restrictions on the
species which could be used adjacent to an operational railway would mean that large
scaleor tall trees would not be possibl® plant

Thefencingwould become a more dominant feature when close to the railway, such as in
the urban areas, by the National Cycle Netwankl along the tow path. The type of
fencing is determined by the risk of likely ass to the track, and would generally be
higherand visually densahan current fencing.

Once the passenger service is operational, there would be morement in the

landscapewith the passing trains. The impacts of this will va#y Portishead ivould

increase the sense of urbanisation with the new station building and car park. The trains
would be a hew moving element at Sheepway, but lost in the busyness of the M5 and lorry
movements at the Docks. The cutting at Pill and tunnel at Ham Greeld wifar limited

views to the moving trains from a wider landscape, but would be in closer proximity to
people at Pill. There would lamincrease in movement through the Avon Gorge; freight
trainsare currentlylow in number, but the A4 Portway on the ppsite bankis a busy road.

The movement of passenger trains through the landseapen dark during winter
mornings and eveningould introduce a new elemerdf lightinginto the landscapeThese
would be most visible in the relatively dark landscape &epway and through the Avon
Gorge.

11.11.10 The setting of listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments and other

designated landscapes would be generally unaffected as the disused line and freight line
are already part of the setting to these.

11.11.11 Table 1-17 summarises the potential impacts, mitigation proposed, and residual effects of

the DCO Scheme on landscape and views.
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Table 11-17: Potential impacts, mitigation and residual impacts for the DCO Scheme on landscape and views

CHAPTER 11
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme Impact

Receptors Mitigation

Residual Impact

Construction activities

Removal of vegetation up to 5 Change in landscape
m either side of the railway character

tracks along the disused

section of the railway between

Portishead and Pill.

Workssuch as site clearance,
laying track and installing
signals, lighting and structures

National Character Areas

NCA 106 Severn and Avon
Vales:

Value: Medium

NCA 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys
and Ridges

Value: High

Good housekeeping at
construction sites

Magnitude: Minor adverse
Significance of EffecSlight adverse
Significance for EIA Legisilan: Not significant

will require plant and
machinery including moving
vehicles in the construction
areas.

Working at night with increase
in light pollution.

Temporary installation of site
compound, lighting, haul
routes and working areas, as
well as site clearance and
earthworks in order to
facilitate the works in the
construction areas.

Temporary dversions of the

cyclepath and footpaths along
disused section.

Change to local authority
Character Areas

Good housekeeping at
construction sites

Local Authority Character
Areas

A2 Clapton Moor (Medium)
C2 Portbury Settled Coastal
Edge (Low)

J6 Avon Rolling Valley Farmlal
(Low)

E5 Tickenham Ridge (Medium

G2 Failan®ettled Limestone
Plateau (Low)

B1 Land Yeo and Kenn River
Floodplain (Medium)

J5 Land Yeo and Kenn Rolling
Valley Farmland (Medium)

Value: Low / Medium

Magnitude: Negligible / minor adverse
Significance of EffectNeutral / slight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

D1 Avon Gorge (High) Good housekeeping at

construction sites

Magnitude: Moderate adverse
Significance of EffectModerate adverse
Significance for EIA Legislatio8ignificant
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Table 11-17: Potential impacts, mitigation and residual impacts for the DCO Scheme on landscape and views

CHAPTER 11
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme Impact

Receptors Mitigation

Residual Impact

Change to site specific
character areas

Site Specific Character Areas Good housekeeping at
Commercial Portishead (Low) construction sites
Residential Portishead (Low)

Royal Portbury Dock (Low)

Ham Green Lakes (Medium)

Sea Mills (High)

Ashton GatéMedium)

Ashton Vale (Low)

Magnitude: Negligible / minor adverse
Significance of Effectleutral / slight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Residential Portishead (Low)
Sheepway (Medium)

Pill (Medium)

Avon Gorge (High)

Good housekeeping at
construction sites

Magnitude: Moderate
Significance of Effectoderate adverse
Significance for EIA Legislatio8ignificant

Changes in views / setting of

conservation areas

Conservation Areas Good housekeeping at

Shirehampton construction sites
Sea Mills

The Downs

Sneyd Park

Clifton and Hotwells

Leigh Woods

City Docks

Bower Ashton

Value Medium

Magnitude: No change / minor adverse
Significance of Effectleutral / slight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNnt significant
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Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme Impact

Receptors Mitigation

Residual Impact

Change in setting and views

Listed Buildings None

Court House FarnThe
Watchhouse and Mulberry
Cottage, Clifton Suspension
Bridge, Clifton Observatory,
{6Ay13 NAR3ISZ
Entrance Lock, Swing Bralg
20SNJ . Ndzy St Qa
Lock, The Colonnade, No14
The Paragon, No. 15 The
Paragon, and Freeland Court.

Value Medium / High

Magnitude: Minor
Significance of EffecSlight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Change in setting and views

Listed Buildings None

Moor FarmhouseThe
Thatched Cottage, EIm Tree
Farm, Church of St George,
Church of St Mary, Trafalgar
House, Taylor Maxwell House,
t N2EYSY Il RS | 2dzi
House, Alva House, No-92
Albermarle Row.

Value Medium / High

Magnitude: No change
Significance of Effectleutral
Significance for EIA LegislatioNnt significant

Change in setting and views

Registered Parks and Gardens: None
Leigh Court

Ashton Court

Value: High

Magnitude: No change
Significance of EffectNeutral
Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Removal of vegetation
currently screening the
railway

Scheduled Monuments Good housekeeping at

Settlement ofAbonae construction sites

Magnitude: Minor adverse
Significance of EffecSlight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNnt significant
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Table 11-17: Potential impacts, mitigation and residual impacts for the DCO Scheme on landscape and views

CHAPTER 11
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS ASSESSMENT

Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme

Impact

Receptors Mitigation

Residual Impact

Removal of vegetation
currently screening the
railway

Clifton Down Camp, Stokeleigl None
Camp

Value: High

Magnitude: No change / slight adverse
Significance of EfféacNeutral
Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Change in view and view to
construction activities.

Public Rights of Way
Users of the cycle paths.
Value:High

Mitigation under
development

Magnitude: To be determined
Significance of Effecifo be determined

Signficance for EIA legislationfo be
determined

Operation activities

Operation of an hourly plus
services between Portishead
and Pill.

Two train passes per hour (45
minutes during peak periods).

Movement of lit carriages
during thedusk / dark.

Static light sources at signals,
angled down the track and
hooded.

Increased activity around
Portishead and Pill stations.

New lighting on station
platform and car parks at
Portishead.

New station and car park at
Pill. Increased road traffic and
pedestrian movements. New
permanent light source from
lighting at station and car park

Change in landscape National Character Areas06  None Magnitude: No change
character and views and 118 Significance of EffecNeutral

Value: Medium Significance for EIA legislatioMot significant
Change in landscape Local Authority Character None Magnitude: Neutral / negligible /minor

character and views

Areas

A2 Clapton Moor (Medium)
C2 Portbury Settled Coastal
Edge (Low)

J6Avon Rolling Valley Farmlar
(Low)

E5 Tickenham Ridge (Medium
D1 Avon Gorge (High)

G2 Failand Settled Limestone
Plateau (Low)

B1 Land Yeo and Kenn River
Floodplain (Medium)

J5 Land Yeo and Kenn Rolling
Valley Farmland (Medium)

Value: Low / Medium / High

adverse
Significance of EffeciNeutral / slight adverse
Significance for EIA legislatioot significant
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Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme

Impact

Recepto

s

Mitigation

Residual Impact

Change in landscape
character and views

Site specific character areas:
Commercial Portishead (Low)
Resilential Portishead (Low)

Sheepway (Medium)

RoyalPortburyDock(Low)
Ham Green Lakes (Medium)

Sea Mills (High)

Avon Gorge (High)

Ashton Gate (Med
Ashton Vale (Low)

ium)

Details of &ndscaping
around Portishead statior
and car parks$o be
submitted withDCO
Application

Magnitude: Minor beneficial / Neutral / Minor
adverse

Significance of EffecSlight beneficial /
Neutral / Slight adverse

Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Change in landscape
character and views

Pill (Medium)

Details of &ndscaping
around Pill car parknd
Lighting desigffior the
station platform and car
parkto be submitted with
DCO Application

Magnitude: Moderate adverse
Significance of Effectoderate adverse
Significance for EIA Legislatio8ignificant

Accentuation of existing
transportation infrastructure

Conservation Areas

Shirehamton, Sea Mills, Sneyc
Park, Clifton and Hotwells, City
docks and Leigh Woods

None

Magnitude: No change / minor
Significance of EffeciNeutral / slight adverse
Significance for EIA LegislatioNnt significant

Impact on the setting of The
Trym Valley and River Avon

The Downs

None

Magnitude: Moderate adverse
Significant of EffectModerate adverse
Sgnificance for EIA Legislatio&ignificant
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Table 11-17: Potential impacts, mitigation and residual impacts for the DCO Scheme on landscape and views

Aspect ofthe DCO Scheme Impact Receptors Mitigation Residual Impact
Bower Ashton Landscaping around the Magnitude: Minor
Value: Medium perimeter of the Clanage - sjgnificance of EffecSlight adverse

Road Maintenance
Compoundo be
submitted with DCO

Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Application

Change in setting and views Listed Buildings None Magnitude: No change

Value: Medium / High Significance of Effectleutral

Significance for EIA LegislatioNnt significant

Change in setting and views Registered Parks and Gardens None Magnitude: No change

Leigh Court Significance of EffectNeutral

AshtonCourt Significance for EIA LegislatioNot significant

Value: High
Change in setting and views Scheduled Monuments None Magnitude: No change

Settlement ofAbonag Clifton Significance of Effectleutral

Down Camp, Stokeleigh Camy Significance for EIA LegislatioNpt significant

Value: High
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11.13 Abbreviations

BCC Bristol City Council

DCO Development Consent Order

ES Environmental Statement

GLVIA Guidelines for Landscape and VidnapactAssessment
GRIP Governance for Railway Investment Projects

IEMA Institute of Environmental Management akégsessment
LI Landscape Institute

LVIA Landscape and visual impact assessment

NCA National Character Area

NNR National Nature Reserve
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NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

NPSNN National Policy Statement for National Networks

NSDC North SomerseDistrict Council

NSIP Nationaly significant infrastructure project

PEI Preliminary environmental information

RP&G Registered Park and Garden

RRAP Road Rail Access Point

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SNCI Site of Nature Conservation Importance

SPA Special Protection Area

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

ZTV Zone of theoretical visibility

ZVI Zone of visual influence
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